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Dioceſe of E LY. 


Dear Brethren, 

O ſhorten my own Labour, 

q and your attendance at my 
approaching Viſitation, 1 

fend you this little Treatiſe be- 
forehanud ; which may ſerve in 

' ftead of the Exhortation, which 
| #s wont to be made on that oc- 


Ccafron, Tou will read it, 1 hope 


A 2 with 
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with as ſerious confideration, as 
you would have heard it, had 
it been ſpoken, with due attenti- 
on. By which means you will re- 
ceive a greater benefit, than you 
could have done the other way - 
for you may read that often, and 
imprint it in your minds ; which 
you could have heard but once, 
and might have /lipt out of your 
memory. | 

Tou ſee by the Title of ut, that 
it treats of the Duties which be- 
long to that Punttion ; in which 
zt bath pleaſed the Moſt High, to 
do you the honour to employ you. 
A Fundition ſo truly noble, that 
it is not in my power to ſet. 
forth the Dignity of it. For the 
Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, thought 
it ſo great an honour to be made 
a Chriſtian, that he thought no 
words, 


1, as 

had 
ent. 
11 re- 
| you 
way -* 
pct” 
phich 
04Ce, 
; your 


, that 
ch be- 


which 
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words, too lifty, to expreſs the 
dignity of their ſtate: which he 
calls, not only our High Calling, 
Il Philzp. 14. but our Heavenly 
Calling 7m Chrift Feſus,lT Heb.r. 
Which I caunat think of. but it 
makes me refiet; what an honour 
then it is, to be made a Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe buſineſs it 
is, to bring others into this glo- 
rious tate of Chriftianity ; and 
to breed them up, & keep them 
in it, 

_ What preferment is there com- 
parable to this, to be conſtituted 
a Servant, and a Mnfier of the 
King of Glory ; a Steward of the 


. Heavenly MyFeries ; an Embaſ- 


fador for Chrif? ; a Labourer 7x 
bis Vineyard or Harveft ; which 
implies indeed great pains, but 
catries in at alſo the great ho- 

A} nour 
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nour of ſowing the Seed of Eterna 
Life in Mens Souls; and culti 
vating, that is preparing anc 
waking them fit to be carried in 
to Chriſt's Heavenly King dom . 
7 do not name all the places i 
the Holy Writings, where you fine 
your ſelves deſcribed under theſq 
Charafters ; becauſe you canne; 
but be well nd with them 
I ſhall only add, that we do no, 
aſſume too much to our ſelves whe 
we call our ſelves the Clergy, i.e 
God's Portion,or Inheritance; be 
ing peculiarly ſeparated to hi. 
Service; as our Famous Mr 
Mede hath moſt judiciouſly ob 
ſerved. Diſcourſe XXXVI 
P. 270. For the prime Miniſter, 
of our Lord Chriſt, are called 6 
himſelf ; The Angels ot - the 


Churches over which they pre. 
ſided, 


ternal 
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v2 and 
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cannot 
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/ided, | Revel. 20. And there: 
fore St, Chryſoflome 7x his third” 
Book T2}. iz2wauvns, feared not 
to fay, That the Prieſthood is 
a Dignity raiſed far above all 


the honours of this World, and 


you find 


approaching to the Angelical 
Glory. 

Which if it be duly weighed, 
and laid to heart, we can never 
ceaſe 10 give God thanks, who 
hath advanced us to ſuch a noble - 
Station ; nor be unmindful of the 
ſervice he. expedteth from us : 
but both ſtudy all the duties be- 
longing it ; and endeavour to 
perform them with a Spirit ſuita- 
ble to our Funttion. 

What thoſe Duties are, zt is 
the principal buſineſs of this ſmall 
Treatiſe to lay before you. And 
with what Spirit they ought to be 


A 4 per- 
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performed, I ſhall, in the Cor 
clufion of it, briefly admoniſh yor 
Theſe Two will comprehend a 
that I have to recommend to you 
Conſideration. For there is 1 
neceſſity, ſure, to prove, tha 
they whom God hath ſet apart t 
himſelf, for a peculiar ſervice 
and therefore have a ſpecial re 
lation to him, and have receir 
ed a ſpecial favour from him 
have a ſingular Obligation, to a 
all they can to expreſs their gra 
titude to him; by diſchargin 
faithfully that great truſt whic, 
be bath commited to them, 


PART 
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ſervice, 
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OW as to the Duties 
which are incumbent 
upon the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, I ſhall Fr 
treat of thoſ=s which are to be 
performed in Private ; and then 
of thoſe which are of Pablick con- 
CCerNmentr. 


SECT. I. The Private Duties, 
being to qualifie them for the righe 
diſcharge of all Publick Offices, are 
principally, the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, and Prayer, 

We profeſs at our Ordination, 
that we are Per/waded the HolyScrip- 
tnres contain ſufficiently all Doftrine 
required of neceſſity for Everlaſting 
Salvation, &c. and we declare 
that we are determined out of the 


As ſaid 
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aid Scriptures to inſtruct the Pe 
Tommitted to our charge, &c. Wt 
fappoſes that above all things 

ought to apply our ſelves to 

ferious ſtudy of theſe Holy Boc 
that there we may learn, our o 
duty, and the duty of thofe wh 
we are to-inſtruct in the Chriſt 
Religion. And accordingly a 
lemn Exhoreation is made toth 
who are to be admitted to 

Order of Prieſthood ; to conſi 
how ſtadious.they ought. to .be 
reading, and weighing, and learn 
the Scriptures ; that they may w 
riper aud ſtronger. in their Mdinif 
And more than this, we pron 
before God and his Church, t 


we. will. be diligent herein ; wh 


no Man can think. of, if he h; 
any Confſcience,. and live in | 


neglect of this Sacred Study, I 


after we have given our Faith 
God and to-his Church to be'c: 
iul in this matter 3 we Seal it 
receiving the Holy Commun 


the Miniflry. 9 
the People of Chriſt's Body and Blood, Which + 
ce. Which one would think ſhould be of 
ings we Mighty force. ( and will be fo if 
s ro the guly weighed ) to ſtir us up to 
y Books; .this part of our duty ; that we 
our own May not be guilty of the breach 
fe whom :of ſuch ſolemn promiſes, as were 
Chriſtian - made to God at his Altar. 
igly a {o- And here it may be proper 
e tothoſe briefly to remember you that this is 
d to theo confurmableto the Docarine and 
0 conſide: Praiſe of the. Ancient Church ; 
' to be ir that Theophylatt ( upon the X St. 
1d learning; 991 1 &c.) faith the Scriptures are 
y may Wa: the acor by which the true Paſtor en. 
- Miniftrj 1795 5 and that he is a Thief, who 
'E promilc COMES not in by theſe, s Jap X£9.Te1 
urch, tha{74s yeepels -wapſuor , SEC, for he 
in; which doth not uſe the Scriptures as wit. 
-f he hav{yneſles and. vouchers for. what he 
3ve in thafays. y By theſe, faith he, Wwe are - 
rudy. Fox: brought to God : theſe will not 
1c Faith © Permit Wolves to enter; they 
to be cargi-keep out. Hereticks, placing us - 
Seal it by© 30 ſafety and ſecurity: Theſe - 
omMmunici give us right notions of all things - 
d * where- _. 


10 The Work of 


'M — we deſire to be infom- 
" £0: 

And therefore, My Brethren, 
apply your ſelves devoutly to the 
Study of theſe Divine Books; or - 
rather of theſe Books which will 
make you Divine. For {ſo they 
were called in the Ancient Chri- 
ſtian Language, Deificos libros, and 
Deificas Scripturas, and Inſtramenta 
Deifica (as eAlianns Proconſul of 
Africa calls them in Optatus lib. r.) 
Which Name the very Heathen 
had learnt, it was ſo common, as 
appears by the enquiries chey made 
afcer Bibles to burn them : this be- 
ing an uſual queſtion in the exa- 
mination of the Martyrs, Libros 
Deitcos habetis? Which we ſhould 
look upon therefore, (as they did) 
as an invaluable Treafure : and Jet 
rhe word of Chriſt dwell in ms rich- 
ly in all wiſdom, as the Apoitle 
S. Paul ipeaks III Coloſſi. 16. Such 
wiidom, as will not indeed make 
ns Philoſophers, or Rhetoritians, 
Pp, 
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c. (to uſe the words of Fuſtirs 
Martyr) aaa muſes md Ts 
Iyi]ss dSnvdTss, EC. But gives ſuch 
inſtruttions, that of Mortal: it makes 
us immortal ; of Men it makes us 
God-like ; from the Earth it tranſlates 
us above the top of Olympas. Exhort. 
2, ad Gracos. P 40. 

And the very ſame in effe& the 
Holy Scriptures ſp2ak concerning 
themſelves, when they tell us they 
are able to make ſuck a Man as 73- 
mothy was, wiſe unto ſalvation ; being 
profitable for doftrine, for reproof, for 
correttion, for inſtruction in rig hteouſ- 
meſs; that the Man of God may be per- 
fe , throug hly furniſhed unto all good 
works, 2 Tim. II. r5, 16, 17. 
which ſhould move us co follow 
his Exhortation in the foregoing 


_ Epiltle, 1 Tim. IV. 13, 15. Give 


attendance to reading, 8c. Meditate 
on theſe things, give your ſelves wholly 
to them, that your profiting may ap- 
pear to all, Qr in all things. 


For 
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For this end you muſt joyn 
with this, ſuch other Studies, as 
tend to lead you. into a right un- 
derſtanding of the Holy Scrip- 
tures: Of this you weie admo- 
niſhed alſo at your Ocdination ; 
when you promiſed 70 be diligent 1 
reading the Holy Scriptures , and in 
ſuch ſtudies as help to the knowleag 
of the ſame, laying aſide the ſtudy of 
tbe World and of the Fleſh. And 
chiefly you are to ſtudy co under- 
ſtand the Language, in which the 
Holy Scriptures. were Originally 
delivered to the Church : eſpecial- 
iy the New Teſtament ; in. which 
we ought to be as perfect, as Law: 
yers are in Lirtleton's Tenures, For 
this is our ſtanding Rule, of Faith, 
and Manners : in which if we be 
not well skilled our ſelves, we 
ſhall never be able to dire others. 
And next to this, it is neceſſary 
to ſtudy diligently ſome approyed 
Commentator upon. the Bible ; 
eſpecially Dr. Hammond on the New 

Telta- 


[tt joyn 
dies, as 
pht un- , 


Scrip- 
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ment: which is not only to be 
read over, but to be digeſted fo 
that you may be Maſters. of the 
ſenſe of our Saviour and his Holy 
Apoſtles. I fhall not lanch out 
into any further direRtions about 
the ſtudy of the Fathers, and the 


Church-Hiſtory, which are nece(- 
fary to accompliſh. . a compleat 


Divine : for thac would ſwell this 
Book to a much greater bulk, 
than I defign it ſhould have. 

To conclude this Section, let 
Ezra that Reſtorer of Religion 
among the Jews be your pattern ; 
who tells-.us himſelf, chat he. was 
a ready Scribe in the Law of Moſes, 
VII Ezra 6. Such we ſhould be, 
well verſed in the Holy Sccip- 
tures, eſpecially in the Laws of 
Chriſt : ſo as.to have them ready at 
hand for our purpoſe. And in the 


Toth Verſe, he tells us how he 
came to deſerve this Character. 


Firf#, he had prepared his heart . to 


ſeek the Law of the LORD. 1. .e. 
to- 
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underſtand it: and then Secondly, 
it follows, he prepared his heart 
ro doit: that is, to at according 
to his knowledg ; and ſo, te teach 
Iſrael ſtatutes and judgments. 


SECT. IT. Which that we 
may be able co do with good 
ſucceſs, we ought as the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks moſt emphatically, give 
our ſelves unto prayer, CXIX Pſal, 4. 
This is a duty incumbent upon 
all private Chriſtians, whom our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles command, 
to pray alway, and to pray without 
ceaſing, and to watch unto prayer : 
but the Miniſters of Chriſt ought 
more eſpecially, to be inſtant and 
inceſſant in it; becauſe they 
have need of a ſpecial afliſtance 
and blefling from above, upon 
their labours to make others good 
Chriſtians. 

Which cannot be done with-' 
out the bleſſed preſence of God's 
Holy Spirit with us ; which muſt 
CON- 


Secondly, 
S heart 
:ording 
fo teach 
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conſtantly and earneſtly be im- 
plored ; to give us a right judg- 
ment in all things ; to fill us with 
a lively ſence of Divine Matters, 
and to enable us to convey it in- 
to the Minds and Hearts of 0- 


there, 


Of this alſo we are put in 
mind at our Ordination;z and 
therefore ſhoyld never forget it. 
For in that admirable Exhortati- 


' on, which goes before the Queſti- 


ons to which we are to make An- 
ſwers, the great excellence, and 
the great difficulty of our Office 
is revreſented to us : to make 75 
ſenfible what need we have to pray 
earneſtly for God's Holy Spirit : 
without which it is impoſ{ible for 
vs to have cither a will or abili- 
ty to peiform ir as we ought, 
And accordingly this is one of the 
things, which immediately after 
we promiſe to God and to his 
Church: That we wiil be diligent 
in Prayers, as well as in reading the 
Holy. Scriptures. Ler 
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Let us therefore, as it follows 
in the forenamed Exhorcation, 
Pray continually to. God the Father, 
by the Mediation of cur only Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, for the 
heavenly Aſſiſt ance of the Holy Ghoff. 
For as the Holy Scriptures are 
Oveg the Door whereby the good 
Shepherd enters to- the perfor- 
mance of his Office, as Theophy- 
la# I obſerved before Expounds 
our oaviour's words, X fobn 1: 
So the Holy Spirit of God, in the 
opinion -of the ſame Father, isthe 
Ovpvefs mentioned in the: third 
Verſe of that Chapter, which we 
tranſlate the Porter, or the Door- 
keeper, who opens. the Door for us; 
and lets us into the ſenſs of the 
holy Scriptures. So his words are 
becauſe by the Holy Spirit,” tbe Scrip- 
tures being opened and "under/tood, 
Chriſt is made known to us; there- 
fore it is called the Door: keeper. 
Ey s os Triwpali owias, &c, By 
whom he being the Spirit of Wiſdom 
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and Rnowleds, the Scriptures are 0- 


pened unto us: and by that means, 
our Lord the good Shepherd enters to 
take us into bis care and condudt. 
To b2 Strangers. then to this 
Holy Duty, 1s to be Strangers to 
God, and to all that is good : 
who as He is nigh. to all thoſe 
that call upon bim faithfully ; 10 
he withdraws himſelf from thoſe 
who negle&t him. Of which we 
cannot be guilty, if we remem- 


-ber, in what need we. ſtand a- 


bove all other Men, of his bleſſed 
Preſence with. us, to guide, and 
ſtrengthen, and further us in the 
diſcharge of our weighty truſt for 
his Honour, and the Salvation of 
Men. This will ſtir us up not 
only. to ask, and ſeek, but Rnock 
alſo (as. our Saviour Speaks) that 


' is. pray. with. the-greateſt impor- 


tunity for the Holy Spirit, which 
our Heavenly Father is more 
ready to give, than Parents are 


to give faod to their hungry Chit- 


Let 


dren. 


18 The Work of 


Let us be awakened by the ex- 
ample of King David, who pre- 
vented the morning light to pray 
to God, and to wedirzte in his 
Statutes, as he teils us, CXIX P/al. 
147, 148. Thougn he was a man 
that had abundance of Cares up- 
on him, and was engaged in many 
Warrs (as Theodoret gloſſes upon 
that place) yet God ſtill was in 
all his thoughts ; wichout whoſe 
aid he durſt not undertake any 
thing, much leſs hope for ſucceſs 
in his Aﬀairs. And ſhall we who 
have no ſuch load of buſineſs up- 
on Us, roll our 1cives up ahd 
down in eaſe, and (as that Father 
there ſpeaks) #d” dppwpirns nuicas , 
&c. not ſo much as in the be- 
ginning of the day, offer up an 
hymn of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ing to the giver oi- all good things; 
and implore his Blefling upon us? 
A moſt ſtupid negligence, and 
an enpardonable infenſibleneſs of 
our conſtant and moſt bountiful 
bene- 


the Miniſtry. I9 


' benefaftor : without whem we can 


do nothing. 

His Grace and Mercy we ought 
to ſeek as ſoon as we riſ2; and as 
often, as we can in the day; retir- 
ing our ſelves on purpoſe inco our 
Cloſets, to beſeech him to be with 
us 1, our Studies, and in our La: 
bours for the good of Souls. For 
as Clemens Alexandrinus (peaks (Lib. 
VII. Strom.) a Prieſt ought to be of 
ſuch an heavenly Spiric, that *Euyg 
utr aire 5 CIO AG}, uo opinia mpos 
©e8, bis whole life is Prayer, and Con- 
ver{ation with God. Which St. Ba- 
fd (in his Homily upon the Mar- 
tyr Fulitta) thinks is the Apoſtles 
meaning, when he bids us, Pray with- 
cut ceaſing : not by putting up Pett- 
tions to Heaven perpetually, in fo 
many words (for that's impoſlible) 
dNNGE TOILUPETEL MALANGY Luxns, &c. but 
rather by the ſettled Diſpoſition of 
our mind, and bent of our Wills to- 
wards God (into which our- Pray- 
ers ought to put us and preſerve us 

therein 
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therein) and by a regular Life: 
whereby we ſhall draw dowa {till 
more of his Grace upon us. 

For this I muſt obſerve in the 
Concluſion of this part of my+Dit- 
courſe ; that careleſs and frigid 
Prayers, which make mo altera- 
tion in our ſelves, have no effet 
with God. To whom we muſt 
addreſs our ſelves with ſuch fer- 
vent and earneſt Deſires, as turn 
our Hearts towards him ; and give 
us ſuch a lively ſence of him, as 
brightens and chears our minds, 
knits our Wills and Afﬀeaions.to 
him, and makes us like him. Thus 
Daniel repreſents this Duty -to us, 
when he complains of the Chil- 
dren of Tfrael, that They did not 
make their prayer to the LORD their 
Ged, to turn from their iniquity, and 
fo underftand the truth, IX. Dan.13. 
Which as it denotes their dull for- 
mality intheir Prayers, (which no 


doubt they continually made in 


their Captivity )whereby they were 
Not 
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 ife'; *not converted to God, and reform- 
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ed in their lives: So it implies 
withal that ferious and devout 
Prayer, hath a power in it toturn 
about the Heart, and give God 


the poſleflion of it.: which is the 


beſt way to underſtand the truth. 
Employ therefore as much time 


-as You can, in ſecret Prayer to 


'God; with ſuch Aﬀeion, that 
you may feel your ſelves really 
Pray for your 
ſelves and pray for your Flock (that 
God would bleſs your Labours a- 
mong them, and pour the Dew 
of his Heavenly Grace upon them) 
for the whole Church of Chriſt ; 
yea for all Mankind. For ſuch is 
'the Nobleneſs of this Duty, that 
in the exerciſe of it, we extend 
'our Charity to all the World 


3 


-which we cannot do by any other 
\means. It enlarges our Souls in- 


to a kind of infinity and immen- 


le in | fity in our good Deſires and Wiſh- 


and in the readineſs. of our 


; 
Mind 
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Mind to do good to every one 
were it in our power. | 


SECT. II. Thus having 
briefly laid before you the pri 
vate Duties ihtumbent on the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, I proceed to 
thoſe which are of a publick Con: 
cernment. And in treating ol 
them, I ſhall take them into con- 
ſideration, in that Order wherein 
they lie in the publick Liturgy of 
our Church. 

Where the firſt thing that pre- 
ſents it ſelf unto us, is the 
Order fo MORNING and 
EVENING. Prayer, daily through- 
out the year. Which is to be per- 
formed by him that Miniſftreth ir: 
every Pariſh-Charch or Chappel, being 
at home, and not being otherwiſe rea- 
ſonably hindred. This is the ſtand-. 
ing Law of this Realm; and a; 
moſt reaſonable Law it is. For: 
who can imagine, that God who, 
ſo ſtritly enjoined the Jews, to. 

offer. 
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/ ONE, Ionffertohima Lambevery morning, 
{and every eveaing at the Temple, | 
. Jto double this Sacrifice on their 
having \Sbbath, doth not expect that we 
1e PIi- (who are made a pecultar people to 
he Mi- | im, by far greater benefits than 
ced tO were (conferred on them) ſhould 
t Con- { fferunto him the Sacrifice of pray- 
ing OUJer, and praiſe and thankſgiving, 
O CON- Morning and Evening in our Chur- 
herein iches? All Chriſtians from the be- 
arg) of {inning ever did it. At this day 
jall the Eaſtern Churches , both 
it PIC” 1Greek and Armenian conſtantly do 
beg the lit, I need fay nothing of the pra- 
3 and} &ife of the Roman Church ; which 
brough-\;n this macter 1s truly Catholick. 
JE pe: IThe Lutherans and Calvini#ts (as 
2 *Ithey are called) in Germany, have 
> PUirg \their daily publick Offices ; 
"i : '2 {and full Congregations. The 
yew” " Socinians in Poland, as Ruarus 
__ *Jreils us (Cent. 2. Epiſt. pag. 99.) 
.” : b ihad publick Prayers Morning and 
= W*JEvening, which laſted three Quar- 


WS, fOlers of an Hour. Yea, the Mabo- 


offer ; B merans 
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metans themſelves have their ſtate 
times of Prayer ; five times in th 
day. For Mahomet had ſo muc 
ſenſe, as to call Prayer, The Pill; 
of Religion (as Dr, Pocock obſerve 
upon Abul-Pharagii, p. 304.) Ft 
take this away, and Religion falls 
the ground : as this Pillar of 
will ſoon do, if it be notſupporte 
by publick Aſſemblies. 

How they came to be ſo muc 
difuſed among us, here in th 
Church, except only on Sunday. 
it is fad to conſider, and extream|: 
tobelamented. Weherein forſak 
che practiſe of all Churches ; an 
fall ſhort of thoſe who are not Chri 
ſtians. The Conſtitutions indee; 
of our Church, aie conformabl; 
to all others; and ſtrictly enjoy: 
that which we do not now pradtile 
Which is a pablick Wienels againf 
us, that we are degenerated fron 
our firſt Principles; and by de 
grees grown cold and remiſs in ou| 
Religion. The fault perhaps mat 
2 0 hav( 
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ir ſtated ave been very much in the Peo- 
s in the Þle ; but it is to be feared we have 
5 much been co blame alſo: in not admo- 
be Pillai miſhing them of their Duty, and 
obſerveeallingupon themto aſſemble them- 
 ) Fa Jetves daily to Worſhip their bleſſed 
2 falls t Lord and Saviour. 
r of iff It muſt beallowed, that in ſome 
lpportedPariſhes, the Houſes are fo fcatter- 
id, and lie fo far diſtant from the 
o much|Church, that they cannot poſlibly 
in thigmeet together daily for the Publick 
SundaysgServiceof God. But this Plea can- 
treamiymnot, with any appearance of cruth, 
1 forlakbe made for all Pariſhes ; efpecial- 
s 3 andly for Market-Towns : wherethe 
ot ChrijHouſes are built cloſer together, 
 indeedand not far from the place of pub- 
ormablglick Worſhip. Many are at leiſure 
 enjoytſalſo in ſuch Parijhes, to attend dai- 
practilgly, if they had Hearts to do it, up- 
s againſſon the publick Prayers: Whatſoe- 
ed fronfver may be alledged in the excuſe 
1 by defof poor labouring People. 
iſs in out Therefore uſe your beſt endea- 


| yours to bring the People to a ſenſe 
B 2 of 
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of their Duty, in this matter; and 


to the performance of ic: where 
no tolerable reaſon can be given 
for the negle& of fo neceſlary a 


part of our Religion ; and which 


tends ſo much to the honour of it, 
and to the Glory of God. To at- 
tempt ſuch a good thing, though 


you ſhould nor ſucceed in it, will | 
give you great ſatisfaction. Bur | 
whoſoever conſiders the Condition ' 
of the Cities of London and IWeſt- 
minſter, as they were formerly, and 


as they are now, will not deſpair 
of Succeſs. For before our unnatu- 
ral Civil War, f have been inform- 
ed by a Reverend Divine, there 
werefew Churches in thoſe Cities, 
where daily publick Prayers were 
read; and where they were, very 
few People to joyn with the Mi- 
niſter in them. But now there are 
very few Churchesthat want them ; 
or a Congregation to attend them. 
And though fuch Aſſemblies were 
but thin, when this firſt begun, a 
little 
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| little after the happyReſtauration of 
! our Monarchy and Church; yet I 


yy 


"ny * my ſelf can goers aaa ap 
which b bers daily encreaied : in ſo —_ 
of it, | fhat in ſome places there - pu j 
To at. | lick Prayers tour times a and an 

hough | good Congregations; where, in 
- will | My Memory, there were none a 

RY hes Encouragment to 
lition © This isa great Encourag _ 
Weſt- | try what may be done in | 

, and | great Towns; waoere People ne 
f a ? not far diſtant from the Churc , 
= 7 Begin with perſwaſions to come, 
Drm. | atleaſt, upon Litayy days : And fo, 
rows | by degrees, they may be induced 
as | to wait upon God conſtantly at his 
wm Houſe, to make their Prayers and 
ws Acknowledgments to him. Re- 
ts preſent to them frequently how 
=_ much the publick Service of God, 
I" excels all that we can perform in 
picaks Private: Becauſe then God appears 
a7 . more glorious in Praiſes, when his 
"on People joyn together to ſer them 
2H forth. Bid them mark how Dawid 


and 


B 3 
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and other inſpired Perſons, have, 
in the Book of Pſalms, ſtirred up 
the Aﬀections of the whole Body |: 


OY. 


; 


I 
. 


of God's People, to meet together ' 
for his Divine Service : ſaying, O' 


praiſe the LORD, all ye nations : 


praiſe bim all ye people, CXVII.1. O- 
magnify the LORD with me, and | 


let us exalt his name together, XKX1V. 


Praiſe ye the LORD. Sig 


untothe LORD anew ſong, and 
bis praiſe in the congregation of Saints, 
CXLIX. 1, Or, as it is in the 
Hymn appointed every day, after 
the ſecond Leflon atMorning Pray- 
er, C Pſal. 4. O go your way into his 
Gates with thanksgiving, and into bas 
Courts with praiſe : be thankful unts 
him, and ſpeak good of bis Name. In 
ſhort inſtruct them, that every Hal- 
lelujah,they meet withal in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, or,Praile ye the LORD, 
ſuppoſe publick Aſſemblies (to 


which all the foregoing Exhortati- 


on are directed) where many met 
together for Divine Worſhip : not 
con- 
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s, have, contenting themſelves to praiſe 
rred up {God alone by themſelves ; but 
le Body wich all thoſe who were Mem- 


ogether 7 bers of the fame Body with 


'1ng, O them. 
zations >; But if by all your endeavours 
IT.  O | you cannot bring this to paſs, yet 
e, and | there is one thing of which I muſt 
XIV. | admoniſh you, that I am ſure is in 
| Sing © your power. Tt is this, That al 
, and | Prieſts and Deacons are bound by 
Saints, | the Lawof this Realm and cf tnis 
n the } Church, toſay daily Morning and 
aftec | Evening Prayer privately, when 
ray. | they cannot openly : Not being let by 
fo bis | fickneſs, or = other urgent Cauſe. 
o by | See the firſt Rubrick in the Com- 
unts mon-Prayer Book, after the Pre- 
In face, concerning the Service of the 
Hal. Church ; Do not fail therefore, I 
Ho- | beſeech you,to read the Jaily Pray- 
D, | ers, Morning and Evening, pri- 
Co |] vately in your own Family : That 
It - / the Divine Service, according to 
Tt Law, may be performed-'daily in 
Ot gh not, every: 


every Pariſh , thou 
7 P B Charch. 
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Church. Therecannot be conſtant: 
ly nor commonly argent Cauſes, 
much leſs $:c&neſs, I hope, to hin- 
der this: And when there is nor, 
look vpon your felves as hound in. 
Conſcience, to read the Prayers at 
home. 
And when you do officiate Pub- 
lickly on the Lord's Days, or 0- 
ther times, in the Church, let it be 
in ſuch a ſolemn manner ; that it 
may move the People to attend, 
and make them in love wich our 
Prayers. There is a carele(s, over» 
ly way of reading them, ſo faſt, 
and with ſuch littleDevocion,as hath 
exceedingly diſgraced them : and 
given great offznce to the better ſort 
of People among us, and hardned 
the bad in Prophaneſs and Irrelipi- 
on. I hope none of you are guil- 
ty of this ; but it becomes me to 
admoniih you of the danger of it, 
and to beleech you conſtantly to 
compoſe your ſelves with the grea- 
teſt ſeriouſneſs, and reverence, and 
affetions 


'affeion , 
:Service in 
' will keep up the Majeſty of our 
: Worſhip, and p:elerve it from 


: Contempt. 
;that ſhould move thoſe that Diſlenc 
| from us, to call it dead and formal, - 
| but only the deadneſs and formali- 
| ty chat hath appeared too ofcen in 
| him that Officiates. 
ſelves therefore to Officiate in eve- 
' ry part of the Divine Service, with 
: a becoming Gravity and Delibe- 
| ration ; 
| and Aﬀe@ion, as may expreſs your 
| Concern to have your Petitions 
| Granted,and the word of God Re- 
| garded. 
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to perform Divine 
the Church. This 


For I can ſee nothing 


Stir up your 


and yet with ſuch Life 


Awvicenna (as he 1s vulgarly cal- 
led) an Arabian Philoſopher, hath 
an excellent Diſcourſe upon this 


| Subject, in the thicd part of his 


Metaphyſicks : Where having ſaid 
that they who inſtruct the People, 
oughtto teach them Forms of Pray- 
er, wherein to addreſs chemſelves 
By to 
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to God. He adds this Dire&ion © 
to them. As a Man uſes to prepare | 
himſelf to come to the King, in puri- © 
ty and cleanneſs; with graceful Lan- 
guage, and an bumble Gravity : with 
a comely Deportment of Body ; cea- © 
fing from all diſorderly Motions there, - 
as well as from perturbation of mind : © 
ſo it 1s fit there ſhould be laudable Modes - 
and Forms of ſ:rving God at all times. 
For theſe do highly conduce to. imprint © 
on the minds of the People a ſenſe of 
the moſt high: and to confirm them 
m their Devotion to the Laws and 
Rules of Life. Which if they were 
not preſerved by this ſolemn Commemo» 
ration ; Men would quite forget in one 
or two Generations, Thus I find him 
quoted by Mr. Selden in his Com- 
ment. in Eutichit Origines, fol. 57. 
And he doth but expreſs the ſenſe | 
of the Ancient Chriſtians ; from | 
whom the Mahometans derived that 

folemnity and feriouſnefs which 
they uſe in their Divine Service. 


It 


eQion ; 
' of Prieſts in the preſent Roman 


prepare | 
 puri- | 
' Lan= | 
with 
cea- © 
there, © 


rind : 


Modes : 


imes. © 
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It is no ſmall part of che Study 


Church, to learn how to compoſe 
their Looks, and Geſtures, and 
Voices; in the ſeveral Offices 
which they aretoperform. Which 
as it hath too much of the Tihea- 
trein it, ſo that pains may all be 
ſpared , by poſſefling our Minds 
with a deep ſenſe and feeling of 
the Majeſty of God to whom we 
ſpeak; and of our great need of 
the things which we pray him to 
beſtow upon us. This will natural- 
ly compoſe our Countenances, ahid 
regulate the tone of our Voice, 
and make us pronounce the Pray - 
ers as gracefully, as we would a 
Petition to the greateſt Majzity on 
Earth. The Organs of Speech in- 
deed in ſeveral Men, are of a very 
differetit Frame and Figure; lothar 
all cannot ſpeak no more than ſing 
alike : But ſome more harſh- 
ly, ſome more ſweetly. Yet an 
awful Senſe of God upot! our 
Mind<, 
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Minds, and an hearty Love to 
him , would form every Man's 
Voice to as good an Accent, as 
his \natural Capacity will per- 
mit. 


SECT. IV. The next Office 


in our Liturgy, is The Order for the | 


Adminiſtration of the Holy Commus- 
940, 3 which being-che higheſt Du- 
ty of our Religion, that which is 
moit peculiar Chriſtian Worſhip ; 
the greateſt Care ought to be ta- 
ken about the due Performance of 
it, That is: 


I. Firſt of all you ought to in- 
vite your People to a frequent Par. 
ticipation of it. We are not told 
in Scripture how oft we are to do 
this in remembrance of our Savi- 
Our: But when we conſider, that 
this is the end and intention of it, 
to Commemorate the wonderful 
Love of our Lord, in his Death and 
Paſlion for our ſakes, we cannot 
think 
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think fit to let there ba a long 
time between one communion and 
another. Eſpecially when we con- 
ſider that the firſt Chriſtians, it is 


manifeſt, mer together every 
LORDS Day, atleaſt, to magp- 
nifie the mercy of God, in giving 


his only begotten Son to be our 


Redeemer ; and the inconceivea- 
ble love of the Son of God, in 
making himſelf an Offering for 
our Sins, This they thought their 
great bufineſs, when they aſſem- 
bled together ; fo that our Aſﬀem- 
biies never look ſo like Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies,as when the Holy Com- 
munion is celebrated. 

2. In order to which frequent- 
ly open to your People, the Na- 
ture, Neceſſity, and the great Be- 
nefits of communion with Chriſt, 
and one with another, in this Ho-, 
ly Sacrament of Chriſts Body and 
Blood. Anſwer their Scruples, 
and remove their Objections: but 
eſpecially awaken them out A 

tnat 
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that lazy indifference wherein too 
many live; Whether they live 
like Chriſtians or no. 


3. When the time is appointed : 


for its Adminiſtration, warn them 
to prepare themſelves for it ; and 
direkt them how to do it: and 
require them who intend to par- 


per. eng es © AI ne I He ae 9 
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take of it, to ſignifie their Names 


to you, at leaft, ſometime the day 
before. So the firſt Rubrick be- 
fore the Order for Adminiſtring 
the Holy Communion, requires 
with great reaſon: becauſe you 
ought to have time to do what 
follows. 

4. If any Perſon in your Pa- 
riſh , be a notorions evil liver, 


or have done any wrong to his 
Neighbours, either by word or | 


deed, fo that the Congregation 
be thereby offended, you ought, 
having knowledge thereof, to ad- 
moniſh him (as the next Rabrick 
dire&s) to amend his naughtyT ife; 
and not preſume to come to the 
Lord's 


IN 
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Lord's Table,til! the Congregation 
be ſatisfied of his Repentance ; and 
that he hach made ſuch a recom- 
penſe to thoſe he hath wrong'd, as 
they accept of. The like is to be 
done when you perceive Malice 
and Hatred to reign among any 
of your Pariſh : endeavouring to 
bring them to a reconciliation ; 
before you ſuffer them to partake 
of the Holy Communion. 

5. And more than this, the 
Third Rabrick requires you, if 
theſe private endeavours have no 
effect, openly to repel ſuch Per- 
ſons from the Communion, if they 
offer themſelves to receive it, who 
will not be reconciled, nor reform- 
ed: giving notice of their obſti- 
nacy to the Ordinary, within the 
time there preſcribed. 

6. In the Adminiſtration of che 
Holy Communion, compoſe your 
ſelves, to the moſt ſerious and ſo- 
lemn deportment, and perform 
every part of this moſt Chriſtian 
| ſervice, 
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ſervice, with the higheſt degree 
of Devoiion. So St. Fuſtin Mar- 
tyr tells us, in his Second Apolo- 
gy (wheie he gives an account 
of what was done in the Chr1- 
ſtian Aſſemblies in his time) that 
Bread, Wine and Water, be- 
ing ſet before him that preſided, 
He ſendeth up Prayers and Thank|- 
givuings 5on Jivaus wire, with all bs 
Power, or Might, Which is an 


expreflion that hath been much a- _ 


buſed by thoſe who ſeparate from 
us,;to prove that no forms of Pray- 
er were uſed in the Church in 
thoſe days : but he who officiated, 
conceived a Prayer of his own, as 
well as he was able. So they inter- 
pret that Phraſe %» Wraps wie : 
which is manifeſtly an expreflion 
of that earneſtneſs of Devotion with 
which the Biſhop or. Prieſt came 
to Conſlecrate the Sacrament of 


Chriſt's Body and Blood. It be- © 


ing a Phraſe very much uſed a- 
mong the Jews, when they ſpeak 
of 
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| oftheir Prayers ; For their Ancient 
; Doctors, have this ſaying among 
"them (2s our excellent Mr. Thorn- 
! dike obſerves) Wheſcever ſaith A- 
\men WITH ALL HIS MIGHT , 
{the gate of the Garden of Eden is 


| | opened to him : And Maimonides de- 


[{cribing their Morning Service 
/uſeth the ſame form of Speech, 
| The People anſwer, Amen : be his 


great name Bleſſed for ever and ever, 


WITH ALL THEIR MIGHT: 


|; See Service of God at Religious Aſ- 


| ſemblies, Chap. VII. To which may 
be added what we read in the A- 
 poſtolical Conſtitutions 5 where there 


|'is a large Form of Thankſgi giving 


| at the Euchariſt, for all Gods Blef 
ſings ; Eſpecially in our Lord 
*Chrift, from tis Incarnation to 
| kis Sufferings, Death and Refur- 
tretion: And then it follows, 
Therefore being mindful of theſe 
things, which he ſuffered for us, We 
give Thee thanks, O Almighty God, 
wa oopy Gpcdaousy dn amy dvvdayens , 
not 
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not ſo much as we ought, but as much | 
as we are able, Which exactly an-! 
ſwers to the 3 vaus ALL THE . 
MIGHT in 7uftin Martyr, and” 
explains the meaning of it. 

But there have been ſo many ' 
excellent Books written about che” 
Holy Communion, that I will en-' 
large no further upon this Sub- ? 
JjeR. | 


SECT. V. In that Office RE 
is a Rubrick directing where the: 
Sermon 1s to come in: and theres: 
fore I ſhall in the next place ſay: 
ſomething to you concerning! 
Preaching. Which is a Duty to be! 
performed by every Prieſt, ac-; 
cording to the Authority given! 
to him at his Ordination, in thoſe. 
words, Take thou Authority to Preach | 
the Word of God, and to Mini#ter | 
the Holy Sacraments, in the Congre-| 
gation, where thou ſhalt be lawfulh\ 
appointed thereunto : And the Pray-) 
er made after the Ordaining of 
Prieſts,) 
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| much "Prieſts, That God's Word ſpoken by 
y ant , 


+heir mouths, may bave ſuch ſucceſs, 


Toarn. 

! Now to make it thus ſucceſsful 
a great many dire&ions might be 
uſefully given, concerning both 
the Matter of Sermons, and their 
Form; their Stile alſo, and man- 


3 


which if I ſhould launch out, they 
alone would be ſufficient to fill a 
little Book. I ſhall cherefore on- 
ly briefly deſire you to conſider, 
the ſtate and condition of your 
Auditory, and to ſuit your Diſ- 
courſes thereunto. Country Peo- 
ple are not to- be troubled with 
Controverſies and Diſputes 3 but 
to be plainly taught, what to be- 


1 leve and pratiice. 


1. Therefore endeavour to in. 


\tru&k and ſettle their minds in 
the Principles of Religion. 
f! for this end ſtudy well the Works 


And 


of 
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of Two Late Biſhops of CheFer. 
One of which (Dr. Wilkins) hath 
wrote a Tieatile of Natural Reli- 
gion: and the other (Dr. Pierſon) 
hath given a full account of the 


Coriſtian, in his admirable Book 


upon the Aps/tles Creed. 

2. Eſpecially inſtruct them in 
the great Fundamental Article of 
our Religion, the Divinity of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Savicur ; and of 
the Holy Ghoſt: ſhowing them 
how all our comfort is built upon 
this. And truly I look upon it as a 
ſingular Provicience of God, that 
he did not f-.fter tfirle Hereticks 
who now boidi'y ftrike at this 
great Article of our Faich, ta 
ſtart up in an ignorant Agz ; but 
in a time when there are lo many 


able Men in the Church oo bear 


them down. God hath furniſhed 
us wich a great number of ſuch 


excellent Perſons, as have through- | 


ly ſtadied the Holy Scripures,, 
and the Ancient Dc&ors of che 


- ts Geri 


Church : 
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Church : And they who have not 
had opportunity to make ſuch 
improvement in Divine Know- 
ledge. may furniſh themſelves out 
of their Writings, which theſe He- 


' reticks have occalioned. Particu- 


| larly out of the Biſhop of MHor- 


ceſter's Diſcourſe about the Bleſſed 


Trinity ; which is not long, but 
very full and fatisfacory. 


3. Yet I muſt admoniſh you, 
when you find it neceſſary to difſ- 
courſe co your People upon this 
Subje&, that you be mindful of 
His Majeſties late Ijund&icns ; and 
not preſume to invent any new 
ways of explaining ſo ſublime a 
Myſtery, as the Holy Trinity, or 
uſe any other terms to expreſs it, 
but ſuch as the Ancient Chriſtians 
uſed, and are in the Arcicles of our 
Religion, the Three Creeds, and 
our Liturgy, Which teach us, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour is the Son 
of God, in the higheſt and moſt 
proper ſenſs of theſe Words, by 

Eternal 
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Erernal Generation. Tn like man- 


ner we are to believe that the 


Holy Ghoſt is God, proceeding 


from the Father and the Son. 
This may be evidently proved out : 


of the Scriptures, wherein God : 
hath thus far revealed his own moſt 


Bleſſed Nature, as well as his Mind : 
Bute how the 
Son is Begotten of the Father, and : 
bow the Holy Ghoſt proceeds from !' 


and Will unto us. 


both he hath not revealed unto us 
(becauſe it is as incomprehenſible, as 
the Divine Eſſence is) and there- 
fore we mult not adventure to ſay 
any thing about it. 
we know that the Son is God, and 


the Holy Ghoſt is God, and yet there | 
are not Three Gods, but one God in © 


Three Perſons (becauſe the Holy 


Scriptures plainly declare the Son 


to be a diſtin Perſon from che 


Father, and the Holy Ghoſt from | 
both) yet what it is that makes 


the diſtintion of the Perſon of 
the Son, from the Perſon of the 
Father, 
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Father, ec. that is not declared 


45 


| to us by God, who only knows 
3 it, and therefore is not to be en- 
on. | quired into. Accordingly the Ho- 
out 7 Iy Fathers ofthe Church frequent- 
ily admoniſh us to forbear ſuch 
; enquiries, in that Memorable fay- 
{ ing of theirs, 73 ms owe , Era 
{ ſearch not into the manner, how 
; 
| enquiries, 
| Sons. Generation, and the Holy 


ſuch things can be, but ſhun fuch 
For the -2a»ner of the 


Ghoſts Proceflion, can be com- 
prehended by none but them- 
ſelves. 

But ſuch things being let alone, 
as out of our reach, let it be your 


| buſineſs to eſtabliſh the People in 
| this greatTruth, that Jeſus Chrift is 


really the Eternal Son of God, begot- 
ten of him before all Worlds: By re- 
preſenting this to them: as the great 
ſupport of their Souls 5 which may 


' fately rely upon. one ſo mighty to 


ſave. For he who is perſwaded 


that our Saviour, # perfe&# God, as 
wel] 
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well as perfect Man, can no more 


doubt of his Power to communi- 
cate all Divine Grace to us ; than 


he can doubt of the Vertue of his 1 
Sacrifice, to make fſatisfa&tion for 3 


our Sins, and work our Recon- 
ciliation with God: whereby 
whatſoever might hinder his Di- 
vine Communications to us, 1s 
taken out of the way. We are ſure, 
if this be true, that he is an Ever- 
laſting Spring of Divine Grace, 
to the whole World ; would they 
but believe on him : Whereas it is 
inconceivable how any mere Crea- 
cures, ſhould be fo highly exault- 
ed, as to be poſlefled of Omni- 


potence and Omniſcience ; that is | 
to bz able to know all our needs, 


as well as to ſupply them. Which 
it is eafie for our Bleſſed Saviour 
to do, if he be the Eternal Son of 
God ; who hath taken out Nature 


into a perſonal Union with him- 
{:If. 


4. Which 
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* 4. Which great truth being 
1 firmly eſtabliſhed in their belief, 
an 4 endeavcur I beſeech you to im- 
his 1 prove it all you are able, to the 
tor } amendment of their lives. Such 
2N- J} an amazing love of God, ought to. 
by 7 have a mighty effe& upor us all ; 
Di- Jand will make a great change in 
15 7 us, if it be heartily believed, and 


re, | preſſed home by ſerious conſide- 
7er- ! ration. Let that therefore be the 


ce, | great buſineſs of your Preaching, 
ey jco reduce this and all other Chri- 
t is 1 ſtan Truths, to Chriſtian Pra-- 
ea- |Aice. Make them ſenſible what. 
1t- | manner of Perſons they ought to 
ni- {be i all holy Converſation and God- 
t is | Jineſs (as St. Feaer ſpeaks) being fo 
ds, nearly related to the Son of God. 
ich | Whatſoever Sin you know them 
Our ||to be addicted unto, lay the hey- 
of {nouſneſs of it before them ; eſpe- 
ure cially afcer God hath loved us fo 
m- much, as to give his only begotten 
Son to redeem us from all iniquity, 
and purifie us #0 himjelf a peculiar 
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people zealous of good Works, What- | 
ſoever duty you know them to:neg | 
le, or to be remiſs in the perfor- - 
mance of it,repreſent to them how 
dangerous it is todiſobey ourBleſſed : 
'Saviour, who hath made this the 
reft of our love to him ; that we | 
keep his Commandments. Re- 
" member them frequently of what | 
he faid to his Difciples, in his laſt * 
Diſcourſe he had with them, 
XV Joby 14. Te are my Friends, if | 


ge do whatſoever I command you. 


5- Endeavour to convince their |: 
qudgment about theſe things, by | 
Clear Reaſons; and then to awa- | 
ken their Aﬀe&Rions by your Zeal | 
and Fervour. And that will be | 
excited: in you, by an inward | 
ſence and feeling in your own 
hearts, of that which you deliver | 
to your People. It is an admira- 
ble obſervation. of Eraſmus (in his | 
Book De ratione Concionandi) upon | « 
thoſe words of our Saviour con- | 
cerning Fobn the Baptiſt, V Fobs | 
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35. He was a barning and a ſhining 


Light. ARDERE PRIUS EST. 


1 EUCERE POSTERIUS. 
| Tobars (with Zeal,that is,for God, 
! and fervent affeaion to the Pev- 

ple) 7s the firſt thing ; and then we 
| ſhall ſhine, by Chriſtian inſtructions, 
* } Which will be faint and feeble, 
1 if they do: not proceed fron ant 
| ardent Spirit. 


6. And there is very much ir 


| another thing of which the ſame 
| great Man, put me in mind, in 
| another part of his Works; Lib:V. 
: Epiſt., 27. Wherehe tells Fodocay 


Fonas, Non parum ponderis adder 


| orationi tue, fi que doces, petiſſimuns 
| ex arranis voluminibus haurias, 
| wita doftrine reſponderit ; fi docends 
| Officiaro, nulla glorie, nulla queſftns 
| ſaſpitione vitietar. 
| © ſmall weight to thy Sermons, if 
| *thou' draw thoſe things that chou 
| *racheth chiefly out of the Holy 
| * Scriptures; if thy life be corre- 


* It will add no 


*ſpondent to thyDoerine: and the 
C2 *Office 


— - 


- ; <2" 
A % - "i o a - 
TIC 6 de nd Cs.” AE 


:5O The Work of 
© Office of inſtructing, be tainted 
© with no ſuſpition of vain glory, 
or worldly advantage. The 
preof- of what you ſay out of the 
Holy Scriptures, rightly expound» 
ed and fitly apply'd, will cercain- 
ly make ic very powertul, For 
what is there that hath ſo much 
force in it; as the Authoricy of 
God ? All Believers have a great 
reverence to his Word 5; which 
the Ancient Chriſtians thought 
che higheſt learning. Inſomuch 
that the Abyſſmes (who retain 
much of the ancient Simplicity) 
are never fo pleaſed, as to hear the 
Word of God alledged ; and the 


-more Scripture any Man hath in 


his Sermons, the more learned 
they eſteem him. So Ludolphas 
informs us in his late Hiforica Erhi- 
opica, Lib. III. Cap. V. N. 16. 

7. And there is nothing in the 
Holy Scripture that you ought to 
explain with greater care, or in- 


culcate more frequently, chan the 
Cove- 
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Covenant of Grace, which Go{ 
hath made with us in Chriſt. 'The 
terms and” conditions of Which 
you ſhould enifeavour to make 
your People thoroughly to under- 
ſtand ; both on Gods part, and on 
their own: together with the 
Mediator of this Covenant, 'and 
the means whereby he purchaſed 
ſuch- gracious Conditions of Salt 
Yation for us. | 

But above all things we: muſt 
take the greateſt care that our 
life, do not contradict our Do» 
&rine : foriit is not ſufficient that 
our Converſation- in this World 
be innocent and unblameable, but 
we muſt endeavour to make it 
exemplary and uſeful : Ir mutt be 
ſo ordered as to convince the Peo- 
ple that we firmly believe, the 
excellence of thoſe Vertues which 
we commend to them : and that 
our chief aim and deſign, 15 to 
ſave their Souls, This will pro- 
cure-+ us: love and eſteem ; and 
"= make 


OUTre, 
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make the People look upon us: 
wich Reverence, as Men of God. 
Our Office, which is indeed ve- 
-4 honourable, is not ſufficient to 

cure us from contempt; if we 
a& not according to it. Nay, men 
are prone to pry into our hves, to 
ſee if they can find a juſtificatian 
of their own evil Practices, by 
Which is the argument that 
Tfidorus Peleuſiota uſes to a Bifhop 
to be very cautious (Lib. IV. 
Epilt. 219.) @7 ans peer GSzAwes 
2X) YAworny neivs Cararictcles CIG, 
becauſe bis Life is ſcanned, and ftrift- 
ly examined, by a thouſand eyes and 
$0Mpgues, | 

I fhall ſay nothing particular- 
ly of our care to avoid, any tang 
of Pain Glory, and deſire of ap- 
plauſe in our Preaching ; but con- 
clude this matter, wich this plain 
admonicion. That in an .age fo 
degenerate, as that we now live 
in, we ought to give all diligence, 
to fbine gs Lights in the Warld, e- 
| we 
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well as to be harmleſs and blameleſs,. 
the Sons of God, without rebuke, in- 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Nation 5 holding forth the Word of 
Life : by our examplary converſa- 
tion, that is, as well as by Preach- 
ing, I Philip. 15, 16. This St. Paul 
there makes the duty of all Chri- 
ſtians :. but above all it concerns 
the Miniſters of Chriſt ; whom he 
himſelf calls (V Mar. 13.14) in a 
peculiar manner, the Salt of the 
Eartb, and the Light of the Waorld. 
And there never was preater.need.- 
than now, that we ſhould ftudy 
to ſeaſon Men, not only with 
wholſome Do&rine, but an-holy 
Example: that we may preſerve 
them from the Corruption, which is 
in the World throuzb if. There 
is a molt dangerous patrefaQion 
of manners ( as I may call ic) 
which hath ſo on h ſpread 


among us,. that I look upon the 


Nation as loſt, if we ſhould Hoſe 
our Saver. Nothing can then 
| C 4 pre- 


deſtruction, 
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preſerve it from utter ruin and |? 
And therefore let us |! 
diſtinguiſh our ſelves from others, |: 
by our diligence in our cailing, by | 
our exemplary Piezty and Holi- |: 
neſs ; that if it be poſſible, we| 
may ſave our Nation from periſh- |: 


og. 


SECT. VI. The next Office 
wherein you are concerned, 1s the 
Miniftration of Baptiſm of Infants. 
Concerning which I ſhall only 
briefly admoniſh you of theſ; 


things following. | 


x. Firſt, that it is your duty to 
inſtru your People frequently, 
in the nature of this Sacrament : 
that they may not imagine if an 
indifferent thing whether . their 
Children be Baprized or no; nor 
bring them careleſsly to the Font, 
as an old; Ceremony that hath 
been long uſed in the Church: 
But they may look upog it as, in- 


deed | 
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deed it is, a folemn dedication of 


their Children co Chrilt, and 
their entrance - into the Covenant 
of Grace; which they ſtand 
bound ſacredly to keep. And 
conſequently call upon them of- 
ten to conſider their Children af- 
ter this, as Chriſt's Children ; by 
whom they are regenerate and 
boru again : and therefore ought 
to bs carefully brought up in the 
nurture end admonition of the Lord. 
VI Epbeſ. 4. 

2. More particularly put them 
in mind that in Baptiſm a ſolemn 
profefiion is made of belief in the 
Bleſſed Trinity: that is of God, in 
Three Perſons, Father, Sou, and Holy 
Ghft : Unto whoſe Service we are 
there devoted. For it is no ftivilous 


obſervation ofThecpoylat? upon thoſe 


Words of ourSaviour, XX VIII Mat. 
19. Go and teach all Nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
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T8 oyoue 3 he does not ſay, Baptiſe 
them into the Names, but into the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. For though they be 
three, yet their Name, wiz. » 98 
Tis, Their Goahead 1s but one, as he 
there explains it, One God in 
three Perſons, of whoſe Love and 
Favour we are aſſured in Baptiſm - 
and ſhould value it above all the Ri- 
ches in tke World. 

3. And therefore admonifh them 


what care they ought totake to give. 


up their Children, as ſoon as they 
can to this Bleſſed Trinity : That 
they may be under their Care, and 
partake of the Grace of oar Lord 


Feſas Chriſt, and of the Love of God, 


and the Communion, or Communi- 
cation, of the Holy Ghoſt,as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, 2 Corinth. XIII. 14. And 
the fir/# Rubrick before the Office 


for private Baptiſm dire&s them to 


admoniſhthePeople often,that they 


defer notthe Baptiſm oftheir Chil- 


dren, longerthan the firſt orjSecond 
Sunday 


. tt 
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Sunday next afcer their bir1þ,or other 


Holy-day falling between ; unleſs 
upon a great and reaſonable Cauſe 


to be approved by you. 
© 4:Next of all you are bound by the 


following Rubrick, to warn them, 
that without great Cauſe and Ne- 
ceſlicy, they procure not their Chil- 
dren to be Baptized at home in 
their Houſes. Thereafonof which 
is given in the fr/# Rubrick before 


the Office of Publick Baptiſm, which 


ſets forth the convenience of admi-- 
niſtring Baptiſm, only upon Sun- 
days or other Holy-days, when the 
moſt number of People come to- 
gether : Firſt, For that the: Con- 
gregation there. preſent may teſti- 
ty the receiving of ſuch as be new- 
ly Baptized into the Number of 
Chriſt's Charch; and Secondly, that 
every Man preſent may be put in 


- remembrance of his own Profefli- 
| * 03 made to God in his Baptiſm. 
' Which areſuch wiſe and holy Rea- 


ſons, that every Man of Conſci- 
ence, 
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ence, who is Conliderate, will yield 
unto them. 
5. Adviſe Parents aifo about the 
Choice of Godfather and Godmo: 
thers, and of the »ſefylneſs of them. 
Firſt, about their Chozce, that they 
be ſuch Perſons as have a ſenſe of 
Religion and underitand it; and 
will take ſome care, it may he ho- 
ped, of their Children, if they 
themſelves ſhould die before they 
be grown up. It is ſuppoſed that as 
long as Parents live, they will pur 
their Children in mind of their 
Vow in Baptiſm : which is the rea- 
ſon that no new Obligation, beſides 
chat they bave already, is laid upon 
them, by making them Surecies for 
their Children. But without this 
ſolemn undertaking for them,other 
Men would not be fo ready to aſ- 
ſiſt them, and look after their Edu- 
cation ; as it is to be hoped this will 
make them. Which ſhows the 0- 
ther thing; the «fefaineſs of this In- 
ſtitucion: Which in the beginning 
of 
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of our Religion, was in a manner 
abſolutely neceſlary. For when 
Parents were ſometimes ſnatch'd on 
a ſudden from their Children, by 
bloody Perſecutors : They might 
have been brought up in Pagani/m, 
it theſe Spiritual Parents had not 
been engaged to look after them, 
and inſtil Chriſtian Principles into 
them. 

6. Yougive a charge, after Bap- 
tiſm, to the Codfathers and God- 
mothers, that they take care, the 
Child be brought to the Biſhop to 
be confirmed by him, fo foon as 
heis fit for it: And therefore you 
would do well to remember them, 
as you have opportunity, of this 
part of their Duty ; and in order 
to it to ſee they be inſtructed inthe 
Church-Catechiſm ſet forth for that 
purpoſe. 


SECT. VII Which 1s the 
next part of your care diligently, 


\ upon Sundays, and Holy-days, to 


inſtruct 
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inftruc and examine openly inthe | 
Church, ſo many of the Children | 


of your Pariſh ſent unto you, as 


you thall think convenient, in ſome | 
part of the CATECHISM. They | 


are the very words of the firſt Ru- 


brick, in the end of that Office | 


where, in the next Rubrick, Fa- 
thers, Mothers, Maſters,and Dames, 


are ordered to cauſe their Children, | 


Servants, and Prentices (which 
have not learnttheir Catechiſm) to 


come to the Church at the time ap- | 
pointed , and obediently to hear | 
andto be ordered by. you, till they | 


have learned all that is appointed 


in the Catechiſm for them to learn. 


Tt ts to be hoped they will do this, 
if you call upon them, and beſeech 
them co take care of ic : letting 
them know that you are ready and 


deſirous to perform your Duty, if. | 


they will do theirs. | 
And mark, I beſeech you, what 
is required of you, not only to ex- 
«mine the Children inthe Catechiſm, 
(thac 
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{that is, to-ask them the queſtions, 


and receive their anſwers) but to 
inffrud4,them therein ; that is,teach 


| them the meaning, and make them 
underſtand the weight of every 


word. If you would ſpend a 
quarter of an Hour, in this exerciſe 
all the Summerlong,when the days 
are long, atEvening Prayer, after 
the Second Leſſon (as the Rubrick 


appoints) it would be of wonder- 


ful uſe both to your ſelves, and to 
your People. I ſay to your ſelves 
as well as the Pariſh : becauſe it 
would put you upon Conſidering, 
Colle&ing and Digelting, ſuck pro- 
per places of Scripture as relate to 
every Article of the Creed, andto 
th2 Commandments, and to all o- 
ther parts of the Catechiſm. And 
upon ſtudying alſo and framing the 
plaineft and cleareſt Explications , 
and Illuſtrations of every Point ; 
couched in ſo few words, that they 


"might eaſily be carried away and 
| Which. being once 
well 


remembred. 
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well done, it would ſerve you all 
yourLite : The ſame thing being | 


to be repeated over and over again 
every Year. For 1 ſuppoſe you 
may be able once a Year to go 
through the whole Catechiſm : 


Which would certainly edify your 
People very much,and make them | 
more capable to underſtand your |: 


Sermons, by having a clear Noti- 


on of many Terms,which you nave | 
conſtant occaſion to uſe in them. |: 
It would bring People alio to Charch | 
in the Afternoon : For they would | 
ſoon perceive this ſhort Inſtruction | 


tobe as uſeful as any Sermon. And 
conſequently they would obſerve 
the Lord's-day better : For I can- 
not but think, that many would 
by this means, have your Explica- 
tion of the Catechiln by Heart ; 
and be able co inſtru their Chil- 
dren again at homs. 

[| ſha!l quicken you to this, by 
what I find was done about it in 
the Reign of King Fame: I, who 

ſent 
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1 tent ſtri& Orders to the Arch-Bi- 
| ſhop of, Canterbury, both concern: 
1 ing Preaching and Catechiſing ; eſpe- 
] cially. the latter : Which he would 
. 7 have by all means continued in the 
| Afternoon, according to the former cu- 


| om in England (fo his words are) 


a: || 


* | which it ſeems then began to be 
;. | diſuſed. And of this the Lord 
ve || Keeper Williams ſaith the King was 
n || fo deſirons, that he declared, If bs 


-þ | Biſhops would not take care that it 
14 || ſhould be done,be would recommend it to 
', | thecare of the Civil Magiſtrate. And 


I | in a Letter to the Biſhop of London, 
ie | be tells him the reaſon of all this. 
n. | He ſaw many going away to Popery, 


id | © Anabaptiſm, or other points of Se- 
| paration, . and conſidering with much 
. . | admiration, what ſhould be the cauſe 
1. of it (eſpecially fince he oppeſed both 
fo much himſelf) he could think of 
y | none in greater probability , than the 
” | lightneſs, affeedneſs, and unprofitable- 
n neſs, of that kind of Preaching, which 
* | had of late ears been much raken up 
in 
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#1 Court Univerſity, and Cauntry. Toe | 
uſual ſcope of wery many Preaobers be- |: 
mp noted to be ſoaring up in points of | 


Divinity, too deep for the Capacity of 


the People; or the muſtering up a grens | 
deal of reading ; or the diſplaying of || 
their own Wit ; or an ignorant meds- || 
ling with Civil Matters ; or the went- | 
So the| 
People being bred up with thu kind of | 
teaching, and never inflructed in tbe || « 


ing their own Diſtaſts, 8C. 


CATECHETICAL and Funda- 
mental Points of Religion, were eafs- 


L 


. 
E 
1 


iy led aſide from their Religion, either | 
by Papiffs, or Anabaptiits, or atber | 
This I find in the Caba- | 
kaof Letters, Þ. 112. which is ne- | 

ary tobe conlidexednow : Be- | 
uſe ſince that time, the. Explica- | 


Seftearies. 


Ca 


tion of the Catechiſm in- tbe Af: | 
&rnoons hath been much negle&- | 
ed ; unto which we have reaſon to 
impuee the inſtabilit 
18.their Religion. 


SECT. 


y of many Souls. | 


« || petent Age. 
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SECT. VIH. When the Chil- 


11 dren of your Pariſh are throughly 
7 infiruted in the Church-Cate- 
1 chiſm, and are come to a competent 
7 Age, (asthe words.of the third Ru- 


/ brick ate, intheend of that Office) 
| you are 0 take care that they be 
| brought te the Biſhop, to be Con- 
| firmed by him. 

' Now ſuchlile Children as are 
| commonly preſented tothe Biſhop, 
| Cannot be thought to be of a come 
Which is explained;, 
' both in the Title of the Order of 


|| Confirmation, and the Preface to it, 


| tO ſignify ſuch as are come40 years of 


. | Diſeretion. Thatis, to underſtand 


| what they do; and canlſent to re- 
| new theiaglemn Promiſeand Vow, 
| that was made in their Name at 
their Baptiſm, ratifying and cone 
 fiming the ſame in their own Per- 


| ſans, and acknowledgingthemſelves 


| bound to believe and do whattheiwr 


_ | Godfathers and Gadmothers un- 


deitook for chem. 
As 
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As you are bound therefore, (by || *9 
the /a## Rubrick, at the end of theſ 777 
Catechiſm) when the Biſhop gives|| 424 
notice of his intention to Contirm, || 91 
either co bring or ſend in Writing, | Pre 
with your Hands Subſcribe.l there-P 35 7 
unto, the Names of ail ſuch Per-| 
ſons within your Pariſh, as you ſhallf 
think fit to be Preſented to him taf 
be Confirmed : So 1 befeech you Þ 2 
take care you fet down the Names| 
of none, but ſuch as have a ſfenle| 
that they take upon themſelves aff 
Obligation, to keep their Vow in| 
Baptiſm ; and are reſolved to do 
their Duty towards Ged, and io-F 
wards their Neighbour, asthey have 
been caught in their Catechiſm. 

In ſhore, I think none ripe to 
be Confirmed, but ſuch as are fit 
and diſpoſed, immediately after it, 
to receive the Holy Communion of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. Our 
Church ſeems te ſignify ſo much, | 
when in the end of chis Office it 
Ordains, That none be admitted to 
ro 


q 


YE 


el 


ES 
n 


of theſe is plainly here made, a 
; ! Preparation for the other : And 
.Þ as none ſhould be admitted to the 


the Miniſtry. 67 


| to the Holy Communion , until ſuch 
| time as be be Confirmea, or be ready 
| and deſirous to be Confirmed, One 


Communion «ill they be Confirm- 
led ; fo being Confirmed (or ready 


tQ 


JU F 


ES 


iQ 


In} 


In 


for ic, anddefirous of it) I take it 
[none are {o be refuſed the Commus- 
nion. 

It is of the greateſt Concernment 
therefore, that young People be 4;/- 


'creet and ſerious before they be 
brought to be Confirmed. Of the 
Neceflicy of _ which King T7ames 
before-mentioned, was as ſenſible, 
as he was of the Necellity of Ca-. 
techetical Inſtruion. For his 
on (who was afterwards King 
barles the Martyr) was not Con- 
rmed till the thirreenth year of his 
e. Then he was Confirmed on 
raſter Monday, 1613. in Whiteball-- 
happel, after a Jong and ſtrit} Ex- 
mination by the Arch-biſhop of 
| Canterbury, 


—_— 
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tle Traftate he wrote uporr that 


Occaſion, concerning Confirmatt- | 


ON, 


of preſumed Chriſtian Parents,through- 
ont ths Kingdom, without ſolemm A- 
fipulation, that they ſhall at years of 
Diſcretion, perſonally ratify their Vow 
in Baptiſm in Publick, in ſuch man- 
yer as the Church requires, be not 1a* 


ther more lawful or tolerable, than es: 


pedient, have with all ſubmiſſion, to | 


the confiteration of higher Powers. 


In 


Canterbary, andthe Biſhop of Bark | 
and Hells, as Dr. George Hackwell, | 
who- was an Ear-witneſs of the Sa- | 
tisfa&ion he gave, tells us in a lit-| 


s 


F conclade this Se&tion wich | 
theſe remarkable Words of a fa-} 
mous. Divine of our Church, Dr. | 
Fackſon, in his X Book upon: the | 
Creed, Chap. 5o. (which I have| 
mentioned, with a' great deal more | 
uper this Subje, in a little Book | 
about Baptiſm, near Forty Years | 
ago) Whether the ſolemn Baptizing | 
of all Infants, which arethe Children | 
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;Þ In hke manner may I be bold to 
| || put this Queſtion , Whether it bs 
|| to any purpoſe to admit thoſe to 
- || this ſolemn A& of 'Ratifying and: 
| Confirming their Vow in Baptiſm, 
| who are not arrived at ſuch Wars 
| of Diſcretion, as underſtandingly 
/ to conſent thereunto, and to: re- 
: member it all the Days of their 
+ | Life. Forl fear many have been 
6 || Confirmed,who have no-more Me- 
'e | Mory of what they thendid; than 
| they have of what was done to 
' them in Baptiſm. 


| SECT. IX. The next Office 
-» | wherein you are concerned, is the 
hb | Solemnization of Matrimony. Which 
4. | though it be not a Sacrament, yet 
of | is ſuch ann Holy State, thar as-there 
- | is the greateſt reaſon it ſhould! be 
- | ſolemnized with-publick Rites and: 
zz | Forms by the Miniſters of Chrift ; 
gl | ſo they ought to take care to- per- 
e, | form ina very folemn manner. 


Ie 
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It may be demonſtrated , that 
no Marriage anciently was ever 
made among Chriſtians, which the 
Church did nor allow: and the 
Benedid&tion of Marriage by the 


Prieſt was a ſign of that allowance. 


Nay among the Jews it is manifeſt 
from the Story of Boaz and - Rath, 


thac Marriage was Celebrated be- | 


fore the Elders. IV Rath 11. And 
Epiphanizs was of Opinion , that 
our Lord was invited to the Mar- 
riage of Cana in Galilee; that, as a 
Prophet he might bleſs che Marris 
ape. 

. And therefore it ought to be 
lebrated in the Church, in 
as publick a manner as may be; 
and with ſuch Gravity and ferioul- 
neſs , as becomes the Places, and 
the Prieſtly Function, and the 
State it (elf, which is Holy and Ho- 
nourable. 


wich what Advice, 
and- Reverence, ſuch a weighty 
Miter, 


In order to this, the | 
People are to be inſtructed often,” | 
Deiideracion _ 
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matter, is to be undertaken. Of 
which chey are excellently admo- 


niſhed in our Litargy at the time 
of Marriage : and ſhould be ad- 


| Þ moniſhed before-hand, that they 

|| may not lightly or wantonly en- 
| terpriſe it, but diſcreetly foberly, 
| and in the fear of God, 


For the_better ſecurity of this, 


| keep ſtritly to LXII Canon, which 
| requires you to marry none ex- 
| Cept the Banns of Matrimony 
| have been firſt Publiſhed in time 
| of Divine Service, three ſeyeral 
| Sundays, or Holy-days: Or a Li- 
! cenſe have been obtained to do it 
| without, according to the Canons 


C.CI.CII. CILI. Which moſt reaſo- 


' nably conſtitute, that none be 
; Married. either with Licenſe, or 


after Banns Publiſhed, under the 


Age of One and Twenty Tears coms- 
| pleat, without the conſenc of cheir 
-: | Parents, or of their Guardians and 
*| Governours, it their Parents be 


deceaſed. 
D Remem- 
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Remember alſo that Marriage 
15 to be celebrated publickly in the 


Pariſh Church or Chappel, where | 


one of the Parties dwelleth, and 
in 0 other place, and that between 
the hours of Eight and Twelve in the 
Forenoon, For which reaſon care: is 
taken by the Second Rubrick in 
the Office of Matrimony, that if 
the Perſons that are to be Married 


dwell in divers Pariſhes, the f? 
Banns muſt be asked in both Pa- |: 
riſhes.; and the. Curate of the One 7 
Pariſh: ſhall not Solemnize Matri- © 
mony betwixt them,without a Cer- [| 
tificate of the Banns being thrice |? 
asked, from the Curate of the o- |} 


ther: Pariſh, 
Theſe: Laws are the more. Sa- 
credly to be obſerved, becauſe they 


are for the preſervation of Human | 
Society. Which made Plato fay in |! 


the beginning of hisBook de _— # 


7 


that the Taputet voput , the Laws | 
for the regulating Marriage, ſhould |? 


be the very firſt, which a Law- 


giver |. 
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giver ſhould eſtabliſh: becauſe the 
Propagation of Mankind is the 
ſupport of Cities afid Kingdoms - 
of which ifdue care be not taken, 
all other Laws are in Vain. 

This very conſideration , that 
Matriage is Seminarium generis bu- 


AI mani (as Tertullian calls it Lib. r. 


ad Uxorens Cap. 2.) was ſufficient 


| to: make our Church 1o very can- 


tious in its Conſtitutions about 


| this important affair : that thoſe 


many miſchiefs might be prevent- 
ed, which have inſued, from the 


 negle&t of them in many places. 


Which have been no lefs than :- 


| ceſtuous Atrxtures ; together with 
4 theruin of ſeveral Families, great 
| grief of Parents, by the diſobedi- 


ence of their Children: which 


| hath quite alienated their Aﬀe&ti- 
ons one from another : not' to 
] mention the' contempt and re- 
A proach it hath brought upon thoſe 
| of the*Clerpgy or others, that have 


had a hand in theſe irregular a- 
ctiOns. D 2 I 


7.4 The Work of 7 
I queſtion not but all imagina- \ 
ble care will be taken in my Dio- ? 
ceſs, that no Licenſe be granted, 
but according to the Canon: and, ; 
none of My Clergy I perſwade my | 
ſelf, can be ſo mean, as to let a 
liccle Money prevail with them to; 
diſhonour their Holy Calling, by 7 
violating thoſe Wiſe and Pious ? 
Conſtitutions of our Church,which | 
they have ſworn, as I take it, to 1c 
obſerve, in their Oath of Canoni- | 

cal Obedience. | 


SECT. X. The next Office ! 
which follows in our Liturgy, is * 
that of Vi/itation of the Sick ; which ' 
ought to be attended very feri- | 
ouſly ; as much, if not more than | 
any elſs. For Men are never fo ' 
ſenſible of the everlaſting concerns '. 
of their Souls, as they are when : 
they lye on a ſick Bed. If they 
had no thought of God before, no ! 
refletions on their ways ; they * 
can ſcarce ayoid them, in that |. 
CON» ' 
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SN” © condition. Pliny tells us, he learnt 
Dio- Ithis by the Sickneſs of a Friend 
nted, 1of his, Optimos nos efſe, dum infir- 
and, mi ſumm, that we are then the 
& My Ybeſt Men, when we are fick, 
let a IRead a moſt pithy Epiſtle of his, 
m © which is wholly upon this Subject. 
» Dy 37.34. VIL. Epi. XXVI. Where a- 


Iz; 8 wm - ; 
{OU5 Ymong other things he tells Maxi- 


hich J,... (to whom it is directed ) 


Of then a Man remembers that 


077” I* there are Gods (that you know is 
|* the Pagan Language) and that 
'* he himfe!f is but a Man. Then 
lice 3* he envies no Man; admires no 
9, 5 ]* Man; deſviſes no Man ; Riches 
_ :* ſignifie nothing to him, nor Ho- 
mas !*nours ; Luſt is extinguiſhed, &*c. 
r- 1 all that he defires is, that he may 
= {© recover his Health , purpoſing 
hs {* then to lead an innocent and 
h 1 7*happy Life. So that whatſoever 
oY ]*© Philoſophers indeavour to teach 
0 {in many words and many. Vo- 
'© lumes; that I may teach thee 
'* and my ſelf in this ſhore Precept - 
| D 3 "VU? 
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© Ut tales eſſe ſani perſeveremar, qua- | 
* les nos futuros proficemur infirmi, that 
* we continue ſuch when we are ' 
* well, as we promiſe to be when : 
* we are ſick. So he concludes that ? 


Epiſtle. 


By which you cannot but ſee | 
what an opportunity the Sickneſs 
of any of your Pariſhoners affords 
\ You, to help forward the Salyation 
of their Souls, by your Prayers, | 
itructions, and Exhortations : |: 
when they are moſt diſpoſed to | 
receive them, and to he tenderlv | 


” —  - ww 


affected with them. Do not ſtay | 
therefore till notice be ſent you | 
by thoſs about them, of any ones | 
Sicknels (for they are too apt to | 


defer it, till there bs no hope of 


life left) but when you hear of it, 


repair to ſuch Perſons, and apply 
your fzlves to them in ſuch dif- 


x n= aA KPIs 
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courſes as are proper to their con. | 


Gition. 


Examine them, as the Office 


dire&ts, about their belief in God, 
and 


TORS 


bi 


|] and in Jeſus Chriſt, and all the 
7 reſt of the Articles of the Chriſti- 


! folve to become new Men. 
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an Faith. If they have led a bad 
Life, contrary to their belief, re- 
preſent to them how highly it 


concerns them to repent, and re- 
Bid 


If chevy have lived in moſt things 


| regularly, but been negligent in 
| ſome Duties 5 comfort and ſupport 


| them wich this perſwaſion, that 


| God- hath ſent this Sickneſs to per- 


fe& what was wanting in them. 
As for fuch as have led cruly Pi- 
ous Lives, void of Offence to- 


| wards God and towards Man , 
| they are to be ſtrengthened with 
| all the Conſolations that are in 


Chriſt ; and raiſed in their hope 
D 4 of 
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of Remiffion of Sin and Eternal" 
Life, which will baniſh all fear of 7 
Death. By this means not only 
the ſick Perſon may receive great? 
Benefit z but all the By-ſtanders| i 
alſo, who hear your Diſcourle :} 
Which may raiſe ſuch a ſenſe of?! 
things in you, as will much im-\} 
prove your ſelves. 
And here I fhall admoniſh you | 
only of one thing more, leaving | 
you to the dire&tions in the Of. } 
tice, for the reſt : That Abſelution | 
of Penitents, is a thing of great * 
moment; which may alone he ; 
ſufficient to convince you both of ? 
the Dignity, and the Difficulty of ' 
your Holy Function. For what ! 
an high Honour is it to be made ' 
a Judge of the ſtate of Mens Im: | 
mortal Souls, and to. pronounce a 
Sentence upon them, according as 
you find them, upon Examinati. ' 
on?. But how induſtriouſly then | ; 
ought. yolt to labour. to un- ! 
derſtand the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


where- 
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ternal ? whereby you are to Judge ; that 
ear of) y0u may not paſs a wrong Sen- 
only} tance, through ignorance of the 
' 8reat? Conditions of Salvation by Chriſt ? 
anders} Whoſe promiſes are made plainly 
ourle : ro an Holy Life, which if ic hath 
1s of} not been minded, till a Man come 
1 1-7 oo die; let him not deſpair of 

! God's Mercy, but take heed how 
1 you | you abfolve him in his Narae: 
aving | For we can make no certain judg- 
e Ot. 7 ment of Men, by what they re- 
lution ! ſolve in their Sickneſs, when they 
great | have no Temptation to run on in 
e be} their former Wicked courſe of 
th of - Life: but muſt ſtay to ſee how 
ty of | they will keep their Reſolutions, . 
what | which they too often break, when 
nade | they are well. If they do not live 
 Im- | to give a proof of theic Sincerity, 
Ice a | God notwithſtanding, who knows 
Ng as | the Secrets of all Hearts, if he ſee - 
nati- | them co be ſincere, and that they 
then | would be ſtedfaſt, ſhonid they 
un- | have recover'd their Health; will 
rilt; * undoubtedly abſolve them, though 
Ire. D they 
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they depart the World without our 
Abſolution. In ſhore, this may 
well (as the Pythagoreans were: 
wont to admoniſh their Schollars) 
make, you reverence yorr ſelves, 10 
as to live up to this Dignity and 
high Authority, he hath commit- 
ted to Jou: and this very Power, 
if you uſe it well, will procure 
you reverence from others, who un- | 
derſtand any thing of Religion. 

At the end of this Office, is an- . 
nexed the Order of Adminiſtring 
the Communion to the Sick : which * 
Mr. Cavin himitelt thinks (though 
it was not the uſage of Geneva ) - 

| ſhould not be deny'd to them, if! 
Si; they deſired it, and underſtood : 
what they did, and were diſpoſed : 
with lolemn Reſolutions tojrenew | 
their Covenant with Chrift. But 
timcly notice ought to be given of 
this deſire, with a fignification how | 
many there are to communicate | 
with the Sick Perſon, which muſt * 
Þe three-or two at the lealt ; = 
els 
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lefs it be in the time of a Plague ; 
'or other Contagious Diſcaſe, when 
the Miniſter may Communicate 


with him alone. 


SECT. XI. Concerning the 
next thing in our Liturgy, which 


' is The Order for the Burial of the 


DEAD, there needs not much 
to be faid. But that commonly 
Men and Women are apt tobe 


' very ſerious, when they ſee their 


Friends and Neighbours laid in 


' their Graves: and therefore what 


you are then ordered to lay either, 
when you meet the Corps, or 1N 
the Church, or at the Grave, ſhould 
be -pronounced with great Gra- 
vity, Earneftneſs, and AſteRion z 
that the Hearts of thoſe who are 
preſent may be moved with it. 
If you are defired to come to the 
Houſe of the Deceafed, and 
thence to accompany the Corps to 
the Grave, you may have an op- 
portunity to put ihole in mind 
who 
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who fit near to you, of prepa- 
ration for Death; which ſhould - 
never be out of cur thoughts, bur 
then eſpecially be ſenſibly refle&- 
ed on, When we have a Spectacle 
of Mortality before our Eyes. | 
Who was as ſtrong and healthy 
perhaps as any there preſent ; and 
yet on a ſudden ſnatch'd away. 
Such things piouſly repreſented, 
are apt, (for the preſent at leaſt) 
to touch Mens Hearts, and make 
deep impreſſions there. 


_ SECT. XII. Of the Churching 

of Wemen, after Child-birth, I ſhall 
ſay only this: that the Firſt Ra- 
brick directs that the Woman, at 
the uſual time after Delivery, ſhall 
come into the Church decently 
Apparelled, and rihere kneel down 
in ſome convenient place, as bath 
been accuſtomed. Now the aC- 
cuſtomed place (it appears by our 
Old Common: Prayer Book before 
the Reſtauration ) was nigh ro rhe 
Commus= 
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Communion Table, To put her in 


mind I ſuppoſe, that ſhe ſhould 
take the next opportunity, to re- 


: ceive the Holy Communion: if 


there be none that day, when the 


| laſt Rubrick declares, it is conve- 


nient ſhe ſhould partake of ir. 


\ Unto this therefore you are to Ex- 


hort her, that ſhe may perfect 
her acknowledgments of Gods 
goodneſs ; by the higheſt Thank/: 
giving the Church can offer ; and 
which is proper and peculiar to 


| Chriſtian People. 


SECT, XIII. The laſt Office 


| Wherein you are concerned, is 


the Reading rhe Communation , 
which is to be done but once a 
Year, on the firſt day of Lert : 


' though che Prayers then appoint- 


ed are to be uſed at other times, 
as the Ordinary ſhall appoine. 


/ This if done folemnly, though it 
' ſeem a thing of no great labour ; 


yet might have a great effeR. For 
every 
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every one knows (or ought to 
know) that the Lent Faf was In- 
ſtituted, co be a time of Repen- 
tance: and to bring Men to it, 
what can be more effe&tual than 
this Denanciation of Gods Anger 
and TFudgments againſ} Sinners ; 
with moſt comfortable aflurances 
of Grace and Mercy to the Peni- 
tent ? 

I know it is hard, as the World 
goes, to get a Congregation to- 


gether, upon that day; when 


this is required to be read in the 
Church. You may therefore read 
it on the Fir Sunday in- Lent ; 
and then put the Senſe of it into 
your Sermon : Where it may be 
proper to preſs them to weigh e- 
very part of it diſtintly. And in 
order to it, remove that fooliſh 
Obje&ion, which I have heard 
ſome have in their Mouths, that 
they cannot endure to Curſe their 
Neighbours: by ſhowing them 
plainly, that they are not the 
Curſes 
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Curſes of the People, but of God 
himſelf, which he hath denounced 


againſt. Sinners. To which when 
the People are ordered to fay 


AMEN, they only conſent to the 


truth of chat which God faith. 
The very Offce teaches this, when 


it declares the end of reading 


thoſe Curſes gathered out of the 
XXVYVII of Deuteromomy and other 
places of Scripture, and the Peo- 


| ples ſaying Amen to them ; that 
: they may flee from ſuch wices, for 


which they affirm with their own 
mouth the Curſe of God to be due. 
And. repreſent to them alfo, that 
whether 'they will affirm theſe 
Curſes to be due, or no; they 


' will fall upon them, if they. be 


ſuck Sinners as are there named : 
and the ſooner, becauſe they refuſe 
to fay Amen to the Words of 
God : that is affirm what he 


affirms, who is the Faithful and the 
1rue, 


This 
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This Cavil being taken away, 
it will be eaſie to make them fſen- ' 
ſible, how uſeful it is for them to | 
joyn with you in this Commina- | 
tie: Which may awaken drouſy ! 
Souls, to conſider and amend their 
evil doings ; that they may eſcape 
thoſe Judgments that are threat- | 
ned to them, which are unavoi- 
dable, it they go on ſtill in their | 
SINS. : 

There was ſomething like this | 
among the ancient Fews, who at * 
certain ſtated times, were wont to 
denounce a general Anathema , a- 
gainſt all the Jraelites, who know- 
ingly and willingly, violated ſuch 
and ſuch Laws. A Form of which 
Mr. Seldew hath given us out of 
their Ritual, called Colbo, Lib. IV. 

De Fure Nat. & Gent. cap.7. This 
It is likely the Chriitian Church 
thought fit to imitate ; not by de- 
nouncing a formal Anarthema, but 
only by a ſolemn recital of the 
Threatnings in God's Laws, againſt 
10PC- 


: iImpenitent Sinners : 
' firming the truth, and certainty of 


 Maledifory 
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And their af- 


them. Which in the Rowiſh Church 


| came at laſt to ſuch an Anathema as 
{I now mentioned in the Jewiſh Ri- 


tual : call'd, The greater Excommu: 
nication ; which here in England 


' was denounced by every Biſhop 


twice a year ; and by every Pariſh- 


' Prieſt four times a. year, againſt 
; certain Perſons. 
| great Curſe, the ſame moſt Learned 
: Perſon hath given us, out of the 


A Form of which 


Ritual, according to the uſe ofthe 


| Churcnol Sarum, ih his firſt Book 
| De Synedris, Cap. X. where he ob: 


ſerves that in the room of this our 
firſt Reformers only ordered this 
Commination ( as he 
well tiles it) to be uſed once a 
Year. 

In the beginning of which Com- 
mination there is mention made 


| of a godly Diſcipline in the Primitroe 


Church, whereby ſuch Perfons as 


{tood Convicted of notorious fins, 
were 
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were in the beginning of Lent put | 
to open Pennance. This Diſcipline : 
we there wiſh might be reſtored a- 
gain ; but ſeem to ſuppoſe, that 
for the preſent, we can only, in- 
ſtead of it, denounce God's anger and 
judgments again# ſmners, and make 
them ſay Amen thereunto 5; where- 
by they may ſtand Convided in 
their own Conſciences, that they 
are under the Curſe of God, and 
fo be brought to Repentance.. Had 
we not need then do this very ſeri- 
ouſly, if it bs all that we can do 
of this kind ? Yet ter it ve Comm” 
dered, whether we may not be a- 
ble to do ſomething more ; if we 
willattempt it. For may not ſcan- 
dalous Perſons be more frequently 
preſented, than they are? May 
not private Admonitions,if not pub- 
lick,be more uſed ? Let us not then 
think fit to donothing, becauſe we 
cannot do all that we would. The 
right way to enlarge our Authori- 
ty, (of the want of which we com- 


plain) 
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| plain) is to uſe that which we have 
; uprightly and faithfully. That is, 


if we preſenced nane in the Eccle- 
faſtical Court, till private Applica- 


| tions had been made to them,with 
| ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs, unſuc- 
; celsfully ; and if it were done with- 
| outreſpe& to Perſans, Parties, or 
* Intereſts, w 
| Courts into that juſt eſteem and 


we might bring our 


credic, which they ought to 
have. 
And having mentioned private 


| Admonition, let me, in a few 
| words, remember you, tat at YOu? 
' Ordination, you promiſed to «ſe 
+ both publick and private monitt- 


ons and exhortations, as well to the 
fick, as to the whole within your Cures, 
as need ſhall require, and occafion 
ſhall be given. And perhaps more 
200d might be done this way than 
any other; if it were done at fit- 


ting times, with as much ſecrecy 
as may be, and with apparent at- 
fe&ion to them. 


In ſome Caſes 
per- 


_ 
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perhaps it may be done moſt effe- ; 
&ually, by Letter : which may be * 


ſent, when you cannot have oppor- 


tunity/to ſpeak to them, And here 
it may be proper to admonith you, 
that Diſſznters from our Church 


are thus to be dealt wichal 5 by : 
ſome way of private Conference | 
with them , not by Preaching | 
againſt them.for they are not there 
to hear it. Our own People in- : 
deed are by publick Diſcourſes, 2s 


well as otherways, to be confirm- 


ed and eſtabliſhed in our Commu- |; 


nion : But there is no way to re- 
duce them, but by private arguing 
with them. Which 1s not to be o-. 


. * 
TIES SE NT I IT ICI IRE 


mitted ; becauſe the preſent a&t of | 


Indulgence, doth not juſtify chem 
in their ſeparation, but only ſuſpends 
the Puniſhments to which they 
were before liable. Still they are 
in a ſtate of Schiſm, out of which 
you ſhould endeavour to recover 
them, by kind Perſwaſfjons and Ar- 
guments, which may work more 
upon. 


effe- 
iy be 


nmU- 


y are 
hich. 
over 
d Ar- 
more 
upon. 
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upon them than all the Penalties 


#formerly inflied, which madethem 


"Angry, but did not Convertthem, 
For the Concluſion of. this part 
*of my Treatiſe, I ſhould upon the 


{mention of LEN:T have faid 


\fomething concerning that Faſ,and 
tother days of Faſting or Abſtinence, 
'appointed by the Church, which 
af Men could be perſwaded to ob- 
ſerve, as times of Recolleion, and 
{Examination of themſelves, and 
[Prayer, they would find great be- 
inefit thereby, to the encreaſe of 


1Chriſtian Piety, I wrote a little 
: fBook about it in the beginning of 
Jthe late Reign ; which had the Ap- 
-: {probation of my Superiours : But 
' !I have not room to fay more of it 


/here. Nor of the Feſtivals which 
are ordered to be kept, in Com- 
|memoration of great Bleflings God 
lbath beſtowed upon us. Of which 
you ſhould endeavour tomakeyour 
|People ſenſible ; whereby they may 
'be induced to obſerve them with 

_ Religi. 
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Religious Joy. Eſpecially the three : 
chief Feſtivals, in memory of our | 


ſp Saviour's Nativity, Reſurre&4on', | 
| and the Coming of the Holy © 
1 GhoſF. 

, | But it is time to proceed to the. 


other part of this Diſcourfe, which 
[ propounded- in the' beginning : ' 
My And I muft be the ſhorter in 
WI. it , becauſe I have been longer 
in this, than' I at fitſt intend- 


PART 


q Ms T4” 
NRA en ns OT ON 


ATOM ine 5 WT 
Ipowahiin Hee pn ue 4 © 


Aa AN et ET 


RT 


/ viour of the World, and to God 
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WF 1 


PART. 


| publick,. which belong to 
your Holy Fun&ion' ; 'T come 
/now to treat a little of rhe Spirit 
| wherewith they ought to be Perform- 
|d 


SECT. I. And above all things 


q *Aving laid before you the 
4 Daties both private and 
F 
i 
J 
E. 


{you muſt labour to poſſeſs your 
h | Hearts with a Spirit of Lowe to God, 


{ whoſe Servants you are, and who 


7 employs you in the moſt Glorious 


: Work, in the Worid.: A Spirit, I 
| lay, of Love to God the Father, 
/ who hath ſent his Son to be the Sa- 


| the Son, who loved the Church 
| and gave himſelf for it ; and to 
God the Holy Gho#t, who hath, by 

a 


94 The Work of 


a peculiar Grace, ſeparated you * 
from other Men, to Miniſter un- © 
to Chriſt in his Church. Which © 
was a Witnefs of what was ſaid to 
you at your Ordination ; Receive ® 
the Holy Ghoft, for the Office and | 
Work of a Prieſt in the Church ' of ® 
God. Theſe were not empty 3 
words, nor mere lofty Expreflions, * 
without any Power in them : But 7 
an effeftual Prayer for the Holy Þ 
Spirit of Grace, which was then ? 
conferred upon you. And ſhould ? 
mightily move you to ſerve the ! 
Church of Chriſtin the love of the 


Spirit, as St. Paul ſpeaks,X V Rom.3o. 
That is, in the Love, which the 


Spirit of God inſpires you withal. / 
For, as he ſaith before in that Epi- | 
ſtle V.5. The loveof God « ſhed a-. 
broad in our Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt ' 
which is given unto #s. SO we: | 
pray in the Hymn, which is re-: } 
Cited at che Ordination of Prieſts. 


Come 


SW 


" a1 


PESOS NPY 


La au os on: 


| you 


r uUn- 


/bich 3 
id to | 


eceiVe 


: and | 
ch of ® 
mpty k, 
lions, # 

But 2 
Holy * 
then *' 
ould 3 


 Juor, x) 0 meſip, vw % 70 TV pa 
1 For as Chriſt and the Father bath lowed 
i athe World, jo hath the Spirit. 
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ye 

] Come Holy Ghoſt, our Souls inſpire, 
1 And lighten us with Celeſtial fire. 
| Thy bleſſed Unfion from above, 

4 Ts comfort, life, and fire of Love. 


heſe are not vain words, if ſent 
wp with ardent AﬀeRion to God,. 
Hut procure for us the power of 
he Holy Spirit, to enlighten, and 
niiven, and warm our Hearts 
Ivith the Knowledge and Love of 
z0d our Saviour, Which Love we 
VYhould every day endeavour to ſtir 
Jup; by refleting upon the won» 


. Iderful Love of God the Father, 


450n, and Holy Ghoſt unto us. For 


| Mo Sr. Chryſoffom notes upon thoſe 


{words of St, Paul, XV Rom. 3o. 


THe mentions the Lowe of the Spirit, 


| / 6 < \ _ Do \ , 
Iug-y&mep 246 0, Yes ans To K09- 


Þ, 


Uron 
{this Love we ought to reflect every 
{Morning, and ponder it 1o long, 
Ez ceill 
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till we find it excite in us that Heu® 
venly fire of Love to God ; which} 
we prayed for at our Ording 
tion. | 
For if we preſerve this Flame if} 
our Hearts; it will make us cheer 
ful as well as diligent, reſtleſs an( 
unwearied in the work of thi 
Lord. Nothing can carry wu 
thorough it, like this ; and ren 
der it ſo eaſy and ſweet to us : 
to think we are ſerving our goot 
God, in that which he loves an( 
delights to have done ; and to fee 
that every thing we do proceed 
from love to him,and to his ſervice 
Our Saviour teaches ns, thal 
this is the Principle by which all 
his Miniſters ought to Ac, in tha 
Queſtion which he asks St. Perer,an( 
repeats itthrice after his Reſurreci 
on,Simon Peter loweſt thoume? (XXl 
Fob. 15,16,17.) And in the com 
mand which follows upon his prot 
feſlion that he ſincerely loved Himy 
Feed my Lambs, and feed my _ 
; Taki 


o 
ny 
F 
4 
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+ T8 
\ 


it HeiFake care of the Souls of Young 


whicnd Old, that they want nor their 
IrdinMproper Food. For they are fo 


Wear to him (as Theophyla# there 


ame Notes) that he makes our care of 
cheer bem, to be the mark of our Aﬀe- 
els an@&ion to him * "Tihs es auToy dams 
f thil;-;r0 md T*xnoloy, For it 1s there- 


ry ul 
1d ren 
FL 
I gO0Q 
'es an 


ore 4 certain token of our Love 
to him; becauſe it flows from thence 
xs from its Fountain and Spring. 
f we love him, we can never neg- 
et them. This will make us ſtu- 
to fecfdious and induſtrious to promote 
occedlithe Salvation of thoſe Souls, whom 
ervicQQChriſt ſo dearly loved : It being 
» thallthe erueſt Expreſſion of onr Love 
ich aFto Chriſt. So St. Chry/oſfom upon 
in thaſſthis place : Chriſt repeated this ſo 
ter,anFofcen, to ſhow us, mw I4 Tere 
1rreas, pdnige duloy djanr, After what man- 
(RXY mer we ought chiefly to love him, by 
E COMEraking care of has flock. Can any 
ns proFMan read this then and bs neglt- 
d Him gent? No; not if he Love the 
Sheep Y Lord Feſus in Sincerity : viho hath 

tak E 2 bid 
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bid him demonſtrate his Love, by 
feeding his Lambs and his Sheep, 
There are ſeveral other things,ſaith? 
that great Father of the Church ,3 
which may give us ſome Conf? 
dence towards God, nay make us? 
Illuftrious and Famous : But that} 
which above all things wins us the fa-% 
wvour of Heaven, «, 1 mpi T% TMnaa | 
xnSeuuovie, our tender care of our Neigh-\ 
bowrs, Which leads to the next % 
thing ; 4 


SECT. WH. Which is 4 /ancere 7 
Lowe and Aﬀettion to the Souls of ? 
Men, which Chriſt hath redeemed #$ 
with his precious Blood. If we? 
make an eſtimate of them by the? 
price which was paid for them, we | 
cannot ſet too high a value upon * 
them: And if we look upon them | 
as invaluable Beings (purchaſed at 7 
ſo dear a rate) we ſhall do all we * 
can to ſlave them ; and be exceed- 
ing fearful, leaſt any of chem 3 

ſhould 7? 


ve, by 4 
She EP, 4 


1 
Jy 
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ould bs loſt through our Neglt- 
. "PENCE. 

'S [lai th 5 
urch \* 


Y 


Confi-: 


{ Preſerve therefore, and keep a- 
Jive in your Hearts, a Spirit of love 
Fo the Souls of Men; eſpecially to 
your Pariſhioners. And there 


he f, 4-fideration, what it coſt to Redeem 


, 


TAN 0 


x 


Ve ig hb . ; 
next % 


ted thereby how precious they are 


Fin themſelves, and how dear to 


f wel 


' the þ- 
n,we 3 
1pon 7 


hem 
2d at? 
| we 


eed- 
em b 
ould : 


j 
* 


- 


Thim. Beſtow a few thoughts up- 


rncere 3 
als of Z 
emed 3 


on this every day, and it will be- 
get and contirue in you the great- 
eſt Kindneſs, and tendereſt Com- 
paſſion towards them : And that 
will move you to lay out your 
ſelves with the utmoſt Diligence, 
in ail the Offices beionging to your 
FunRion. And this , both for his 


 {zke,and for theirs ; thar,he may ſee 


of the travel of bu Soul, and be ſa- 
tzfied (as the Prophet ſpeaks LUI 
T/a. 11.) and that they may obtam 
the Salvation which # in Chrift Fe* 

E 3 ſos, 
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ſas, with Eternal Glory , 2 Tim. 
2.10, ; 

I thall conclude what I have ſaid 'J/ 
of theſe two things (a Spirit of love! 
ro God, and to the Souls of Men) % 
with a notable Diſcourſe of St. Au-A 
ftin'ss Who in a Letter to Longi-i 
nianns, a Pagan Philoſopher, re-% 
members him of this ſaying of one % 
of the Ancients, quibws ſat perſua- 
ſum eſſet, ut nibil mallent mallet ſe eſſe, Þ 
quam wviros bonss,bis reliquam facilem |! 
s/ſe doGfrinam ; unto thoſe who were 
perſwaded lo far, as to defire no: 3 
thing but to be made gnod Men, * 
all the reſt of the Inftrucions,that ? 
Philoſophers could give them , 3 
would be very eaſy. This he ſaith 7? 
he took to be a ſaying of Socrates, * 
which muſt be acknowleged to be ! 
excellent. But then he tells him, : 
there is a far more ancient prophe- ' 
tical ſaying, which preceded this 
many Ages; teaching Men briet- 
ly and at once, not only to de: 
fire nothing but to be made good 
Men 
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| , en;but alſo how they may be made . 
truly good, viz. Love the LORD 


ve ſaid by God, with all thy heart, and with 
of lowe'gll thy Soul, and with all thy mind ; 
Men) nd thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. To 
St. Au-thim. who can be perſwaded to 
Longi- go this, Non ei reliquam facilem, ſed 
» Ie-Tram tetam efſe dofttrinam duntaxat 
f one Futilem & ſalubrem. 1 do not ſay as 
erſua- Socrates did , that all the reſt will 


eſſe, Jbe eaſy ; but that this is the 
cle whole only profitable and whole- 
were Jfome Doctrine ; and there needs 


2 no- Ino more. Epiſ. XX. 
Men, 7 Keep this therefore perpetually 
that 7 in your Heart, which contains in 


7 it all things elſe. Love the Lord 
7 your God , and love your Neigh- 
* bour; and you have done all you 
> be 7} need todo: for all is included in 
} this: You will not be want- 
7 ing in your Duty to either 
this 7] of them, if you heartily Love 
tef- } them. 


8 
w 
_ 
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SECT. HI. My next Advice} 
ſhall be in the words of the bleſſed? 
Apoillle St. Paxl, (who hath left us! 
a wonderful Example, of molly 
tender afteRion to mens Souls, rea(? 
1 Theſ. 2, 7, 8, 11.) Whatſoever y: 7 
do.in werdor deed, do all in the Nami? 
of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks un-7 
70 God and the Father by bim. IIl” 
Colcfſ. 17, That 1s, when you are} 
2ning to perform any part of your's 
Office, pray him to be preſent with? 
you, and affiſt you. So St. Chryſo- 3 
flom (and out of him Theoptyla#) 
Exnounds theſe words, in the Name 
of Chriſt, aurov xarov ConJor, Calling 


% 


upon him to be thy Helper, p6]s- 2 
poy amo Evyouer@ x imws dT]; Tv » 
wer 53 Firit making thy prayer to 
bim, and ſo go about thy buſmeſs. 
When you put+ on your Surplice, : 
for inſtance, think with your ſelves ' 
that you are going to offer up the | 
Prayers of the People co God, in | 
the 


the 


advice the Name of TFeſus Chrift : 


leſlee? 
efc us4 

moſt 3 
,T ea E 


I Truth. 
'7 go up into the Pulpit 3 
7 with your ſelves, that you are g3* 

| ing to ip23k in the Name of Chriſt, 


A unco his People 
t with 3 {pp 


bryſo- 7 
ar I Hearcs and Confciences. | | 
ling # reriks Joquentur ciem bominibus, que 
Yd Odin mente cum Deo furrans col- 
761 6 locuti, as Eraſmus excelienty ſpeaks, 

| they will ſpeak with Men more 


foul, | dextrouſly , who have firſt of all, 
_ 7} with their whole Sou!, ſpoxen with 
PHCE, 2 God. The like 1 might ſay, of 


elves | other parts of your Duty, which. 


he 7 will then be moſt ſucceſsfully dif- 
» *7 Icharged; when you have engaged 


2 - 
! our Lord by ſolemn Prayer to Dim; 


the Minifiry: 03. 
And 
chen with what Solemnity , with 
what Reverence will you perform 


that Sacred Office 2 Eſpecially 


| when you have beſought him to be 


{ wich you,and b2lieve that he nigh 
Ver Ne 4 , 


to all them that call upon him in 
In like manner when you 
conſider 


beſeeching hin 
to affift you, and to carry home 
the Truths you ſhall deliver to their 
For dex- 


E$ THY 
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to goalong with you, and accom- 
pany you. 

Theodoret bath another interpre- 
tation, or rather a further im- 
provement of the ſenſe of theſe 


words: which is this, adorn all |. 


your words and ations, Ti wvigy To 
Siomile Xpros, with the remembrance 
of the Lord Chriff. That is, have- 
ing invoked his bleſſed preſence to 
be with you, think what he would 
do, how he would behave him- 
ſelf, and with what Spirit he 
would perform ſuch things, as you 
are going about, For example, 
when you are going to compoſe 
a Sermon, fit would be of great 
uſe and efficacy, it you would 
think with your ſelves, what Chriſt 
would ſay to your Pegple, it he 
were to ſpeak to them ; what he 
would require of ,them; with 
what Motives he would excite 
them ; and what Compaſſion he 
would 


, by 
4 is OPT” 
i #2, tee ee: A abbes 
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4 would expreſs to their Souls. It 
'{ would be inpoſlible then, for any 


Man, if he had Chriſt in his 
mind, to ſay any thing, but what 
he hath well conſidered, and will 
tend to make Men good. He 


will not Preach for his own glo- 


ry, but for the glory of Chriſt : 
purſuing things profitable, rather 
than .plauſible z not affeing in 
his diſcourſe lenocivia ſed remedia, 
ſuch things as may tickle the ears 
of idle People, but ſuch as will 
cure their Diſeaſes and Diſtem- 
pers. They are the Words of” 
Salvian in his Preface to his Book 
de Gubernatione Dei. Which are 
agreeable to the old Rule, which 
Ritterſhuſizs there mentions Mn wor. 
To world, dM wv Ss Th mes, Give 
me not Spruce things, but ſuch as the 
City needs. 

They that interpret the words 
to this ſenſe, be ſo mindful of Chri(t, 
that you do nothing indecorous, no- 


ching 


—— 
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thing unbeſeeming the relation you 
have to him, nothing that may diſho- 
nour him ; ditfer not much from 
the former. And theretore I con: 
Ciude this Advice as the Apoſtle 
doth his Admonicion: As we 
ought to begin every thing with 
a Cevout remembrance of Chriſt, 
whoſe blefling upon us, we ought 
to implore ; fo we ought io end 
all by giving thanks to Goa through 
bim, That's as acceptable to him 
as our Prayers ; nay, is a power- 
ſul Prayer for more of tiis Grace. 
For none ate fo likely to receive 
more as thoſe who thankfully ac- 
knowledge what they have received 
already. And. therefore Jet all 
your doings, be thus begun and 
enced, 1n tbe Name of Chriſt. 
W hereby you will be preſerved in 
his Love and Favour ; and partake 
ſt4ll more of his grace. 


SECT 


_ £4 ©. mw_ _ "wu 
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SECT. IV. Elpecially if you 
do all this in Sincerity of heart. 
Which is that good Soil, where- 
in, if the Seed of the Word be not 
ſown and received, it brings forth 
no Fruitto Perfection : and which 
our Saviour more particularly re- 
quired in his Apoſtles, who were to 
ſow that good Seed in Mens hearts. 
Sach Pertons, it is manifeſt, he 
ſought for, as were plain, fimple, 
and honeſt hearted: having no 


' worldly end to ſerve, but wholly 
| bent to know the way to Eternal 


Salvation. Andrew and Peter who 
were firſt called to follow him, it 
is evident, were of this Spirit ; 
for they left all they had to at- 
tend him: and next to them Phj- 
lip, who finding Nathanie/, and 
telling him they had found the 
MESSIAH Feſus of Nazareth, 


to whom he pray'd him to go 
| along with him; as ſoon as our 


Savi- 


— 


— T 
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Saviour ſaw him, he ſaid (toſhew 
what kind of Men he delighted 
in) Behold an lIſraclite indeed, in 
whom 1s no guile, I Fohn 47. which 
was a ſurpriſing Character of him, 
after Nathaniel had made this ob- 
jection againſt our Saviour, car 
any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth ? But, as Theopbylaf} well ob- 
ſerves, thoſe were not pipale dmcas 
words of unbelief : but dxpiCeias 
 Yourpadvss Navorts wvworeons of a 
mind that accurately weighed things, 
and was well ſtudied in the Law : 
which taught him that Chriſt 
was to Come out of Berbleem in Fu- 
 dea, not out of Nazareth in Ga- 
like, By this our Saviour judged 
of his Sincerity, Which appeared 
alſo, in that, notwithſtanding this 
ſeeming prejudice, he went along 
with Philip to be better informed 
of our Saviour. 

This is one great part of that 
Sincerity, Which | am now recom- 
mending 
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mending to you: to have your 
minds free from the power. of 
Prejudice and partial AﬀeRions ; 
being defirous only to know the 
truth, and underſtand what the 
will of the Lord is. So St. Chry- 
ſoltom upon theſe words *ASiragr; 
» aury » xelois udty mpds gap , 
«dy me3s amyouar gbeyalai. His 


Judgment was uncorrupt and unbyaſ- 
ſed, and pronounced nothing eithcr 


out of Favour and AfﬀeGtion , or out 
of diſlike and hatred. 

Another token of which Sixzce- 
rity there follows: in that after 
this high commendation which our 
Lord gave him, he was not at all 
elated by it, nor ran away with 
theſe Encomiums, (as the ſame 
Father ſpeaks) «v' emule Caray, 


\ 


x) expiCi5re9y epevreuer©-, Bc. but 


"continues enquiring, and ſearch- 


ing more exadaly : being deſirous 
of this alone to be more per- 
fealy ſatisfied in the Truth. = 
e 
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he was upon his next Queſtion, 
and our Saviour's Anſwer to 
It, 
By this is appears that ſincerity 
of heart is the beſt Diſpoſition to 
underſtand the mind of Chriſt, 
and to be employ'd by him in the 
Miniſtty of the Goſpel, as the 
Apoſtles were. Who had regard 
to Nothing in this World ; buc 
only tothe Glory of God, and the 
Salvation of Men : in which alſo 
they found the higheſt Satisfaction, 
or rather Rejoycing and Glorying. 
For ſo St. Paul ſaith, 2 Corzmth. I. 
I2. Our refoycing (or glorymg, or 
boaſting) is this, the Teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, that in ſimplicity, 
and Godly ſincerity, 8. We have our 
Converſation in the World. He ler- 
ved our Lord, that is, with. pure 
intention.: deſigning nothing but 
to win Souls co him, by deliver- 
ing his mind ſincerely to them : 
and ſeeking no greater Satisfacti- 
| on, 


1, 


the Miniſtry. IIT 
on, than to have it believed and 
obeyed. iir haedr, 8X, VaoKeiy, 
&*c. as St. Chryſoſtom gloſles -on 
thoſe words, There was nothing de- 
ceitful in bim; No Hypocriſy, no Si- 
mulation, no Flattery, no Craft or 
Fraud, or any thing of that kind: 
but he ated with all freedom, in 
Simplicity, in Truth, in «© pure, un- 
corrupt Tudgment, and char inten- 
tion: having nothing concealed and 
bidden undernaeth, nuthing rotten at 
the bottom. Thus be explains him- 
If in the Second Chapter of the 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians 
V. 3,4, F- For cur Exhortation was 
not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor 
of guile : But as we were allowed of 
God to be put in truft with the Goſpel, 
even ſo we ſpeak; not as pleaſing Men, 
but God, which trieth our hearts. 
For neither at any time uſed we flat- 
tering words, as ye know, nor & 
cloak of covetonſneſs, God is witneſs. 


| Nor of men ſought we glory, neither 


ef you, nor yet of others. This 
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This admirable Spirit let us 
imitate; endeavouring after ſuch 
a degree of this Vertue, as to be 
glad if Men could look into our 
Hearts, and ſee our ſecret intenti- 


ons and deſigns ; as we are ſure 


God doth. Who as he is witneſs 
to them (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) fo 
will judge us according to our up- 
rightneſs and integrity in ſ-eking 


to do him honour, and to promote. 


the Salvation of Souls, 

Thus the Fathers of the Church, 
particulary St. Gregory Nazianzen, 
diſtinguiſh a Political Chriſtian, 
from a Spiritual. IToarmzs wi! © 
Ep0 avai, mala mudv t AU, JS ov 
evShuwios, &c. A Political Perion, 
or a Man of this Worlds buſineſs, 
is to do and to ſay all things 
whereby he may do himſelf cre- 
dit, and be honoured by others: 
deſigning no happineſs, beyond 
this preſent Life. But a Spiritual 
Mans buſineſs, is to take care rs 

IS 
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his Salvation : and highly to e- 
ſteem what contributes unto that, 
but to look upon that which doth 
not, as nothing worth. In ſhort, 
To eſteem thoſe things above all 
others, os @v SauTis Te mats ac 
ira , CC. By which be himſelf may 


* be made moſt worth ; and he may 


draw others by himſelf, to the be#t 


| and moſt excellent things. Orat. 
; NIX. p. 300. 


SECT. V. There are ſome 
other qualities, that make up the 
Character of 2 good Miniſter of Fe- 
ſas Chriſt ; of which I have not 
room, in this little Treatiſe, par- 
ticularly to diſcourſe. For he 
ought to ſerve the Lord with all 
humility of mind, XX Ads 19. 
with Patience allo, 2 Tim. Il. 24. 
and with Meekneſs, 2 Tim. II. 2F. 
All which St. Paul hath commend- 
ed to us, together with the fore- 


going qualities, in that _— 
&- 
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deſcription he makes of himſelf. 
2 Corinth. VT. 3, 4, 5, 6. &c. which 
wzs part of the Epiſtle, I obſer- 
ved, for the Firſt Sunday in Lerr. 
Where he firſt of all ſaith, that 
they took care, to give no offence 
iu any thing, that the Miniſtry 


might not be blamed, Of which [ 


ſhall briefly ſpeak a little, when 
I have fi:ſt laid before you what 
follows. But in all things approving 
cur ſelves as the Miniſters of God. 


Not merely ſhewing themſelves, 


(ſaith Oecumenizs on the place) but 
more than that approving, Or com* 
mending themſelves: which figni- 
fies a demonſtration J tpqur 2 
dAnvdas by rcal Works and Deeds, 
to be truly Chriſt's Miniſters. 
Which demonſtration, ſaith he, 
they gave firit of all & wgry In 
Patience ; nay, he adds much Patt 


ence mavſa guporſes Javaies mw pntn 


o3usra generouſly bearing all thac 


was faid of them; that is, Mens 


Cen- 
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Cenſures, Reproaches, and Ca- 
lamnies : yea, and all the ſuffer- 
ings and miſeries, they pleaſed to 
heap upon them: Which he ex- 
preſſes in_ the next words, in af- 
flictions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in 
ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, 
in labours, in watchings, in faſtings. 
Upon which I cannot enlarge ; 
nor upon what he faith of theic 
Pureneſs and Knowledge ( i. e. their 
Divine Wiſdom, whereby they 


approved themſelves God's Mini- 
| ſters, not by Humane Philoſophy 


as the ſame Occumenius expounds 
it) and all the reſt, But only 
take Notice of what he faith, 
v. 7. by the armour of righteouſneſs 


| on the Right band, and on the Left. 


As if he had ſaid, would ye 
know how we come to perform 
ſuch things (as the ſame Author 
expounds it ) give ear then to 
what follows; it was by being 


' armed on both ſides, on the r2ght, 


and 
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and on the /fr; which are not 
ſo contrary, but the Armoar of 
Righteouſneſs fitted both. By the 
right hand, faith he, the Apoſtle 
underſtands '=* emSif:z, profpe- 


rous things, ſuch as honour and | 
eſteem among Men ; which did | 
not make us ſwell, nor puff us } 
up with Vain Glory : and there- | 
fore were the Armour or Weapons | 
of Righteouſneſs, On the left | 
hand, were the things contrary | 
to theſe, Temptations, Perſecuti- | 


ons, Reproaches, and Injuries ; 
by which we were not dejeted 
nor caſt down ; as by the other 
we were not elated. As if he 
had faid in other words, Mir: 


Tois KebAois EmuUeguevro, wits Tols nas | 
xols uetraxcoueror meither lifted wp | 


by good things, mor diſheartned by 
= A proof of which imme- 
diately follows, by honour and by 


diſhonour, by evil report and good | 


report. In which words faich that 
Author, 
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Author, he recounts the right 
hand, and the left hand things, 
And in this Spirit, we ought to 
ſerve the Lord Chriſt : not mind- 
ing the vain praiſe of Men, nor 
their diſpraiſe : but only endea- 
vouring to approve our ſelves to 
our Blz:ſfed Lord and Maſter,with 
an equal mind in all Conditi- 
Ons. 

Before I end this, I cannot but 
a litcle refle& upon thoſe words, 
wherewith the Apoſtle begins this 
diſcourſe, giving no offence in any 
thing, that the Miniſtry be not bla- 
med. Which admoniſhes us cau- 
tiouſly to avoid every thing at 
which Men may take juſt excep- 
tion, for this very reaſon: leaſt 


| the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould be 


hindred ; and our fault be laid up- 
on our Religion. 
There is a remarkable Precept 


| "to this purpoſe, which the Apoſtle 
| gives both to Timothy and to Titme. 


I 1im. 
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x. Tem. IV. 12. Il Ti. x5. Let 
mo Man deſpiſe thee. Which flome 
may fancy ( as Theodoret obſerves) 
to be a command belonging to 
others rather than to us: who 
cannot hinder Mens deſpiſals. 
But that's a miſtake, in the Apo- 
ſtles opinion, who would have 
Timothy to know, that he who 
commands and teaches others 
may preſerve himſelf from con- 
tempt by this means (thoogh he 
was a young Man) tulduy© ve- 
vo ww, Kc, Be thou @a living 
Law, ſhihw in thy ſelf the perfeti 
work of the Law; lead ſuch a life 
as will bear witneſs to thy words, 
Which life he deſcribes 


IVord, in Converſation, in Charity , 
in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. tle 
that thus makes 
4 ho V ANPAES MJ 


in the F 
words immediately following, be | 
thou an example of the Believers, in | 


himſelf &'sm | 
pO erwias (as | 
Oecumenius expreiles it) as it were || 
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a living Image and Rule of a good 
Life, will preſerve oenſf fo 


contempt ; and not loſe but main- 
tain his Authority. 


To conclude this 3 there is no- 
thing the Devil more deſires and 
endeavours than to alienate the 


| hearts of the People from their 
' Miniſters : 
| ſhould take the greateſt care to 


and therefore they 
do nothing that may give the 
leaſt occaſion of it. And here I 
cannot forbear to mind you of one 
thing, which hath given no ſmall 


Scandal : which is, the not keep- 


| Ing your Houſes, and that part of 
| the Houſe of God, which belongs 
| to the care of ſome Miniſters, in 
| gocd Repair, and leaving them 
| ſo to their Succeſſor. 


This ar- 
| gues a very Careleſs, or covetous, 


| fordid Spirit z minding nothing 
| bue a Mans felf, and the preſent 
| World,and having no conſideration 


| of the future. + I 


% 


212 The Work of 
"1 hopeI need not exhort you 
to obſerve the LXXV Canon of 


our Church : which requires you 
not.,to reſort to :any Taverns or 
Alt Houſes at any time, other than 
for your honeſt neceffities, &c. 
Which occaſions cannot be fre- 


quent, nor 'of any long continu- 


ance. I ſhall only tell you that 
Fulian the Apoſtate , in his fa- 
mous Letter to Arſacius the High 
Prieſt of the Pagan Religion «in 
Galatia, having commended the 
Exemplary Charity of Chriſtians, 
to the imitation of his Priefts, 
adds (after ſome other good Ad- 
monitions of governing their Fa- 
milies well) IIzgyivery ipea wire 


SutTpo mer PRANEIY witTs Wy Kama | 


myeav , GG. Exbhort @ Prieſt, that 


he neither go into the Theatre, nor | 
drink in a Tavern; nor exerciſe any | 
Honour thoſe | 
that obey theſe Orders, and put the | 
difobedient out of their Office. Fpiſe. |: 

XLDX. |: 


baſe or ignominoius art. 
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XLIX. This ſhowes' how ſenſible 
he was of the neceflity of the 


Apoſtolical Precept, that he who 
miniſtred to God, ſhould bage a 


| good report of them which are with- 
| out. 1.e. are not of his Religion. 


1 Tim. II. 7. 


To Conclude, think often what 


| an Honour it is to ſerve the 
| Ford Jeſus; and what Care he 
| took of his Flock: How inva- 
| Juable the Souls of Men are, 
| which he purchaſed with his Blood. 
{ What an ineſtimable Treaſure the 
- | Goſpel of Chriſt is, wherewith 
| you are intruſted : in what an 
| high Station God hath placed 


you : and then you will never 


' ſubmic to ſo much as any mean 
| Acion; but do ſuch things as may 
; procure you eſteem ; or at leaſt 
| prevent contempr, 
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2.19 -* 


I20 The Work of 


And to keep this Good Spi- 
rit in you, which I have de- 
ſ:ribed, it would be of ſingular 
Uſe to read every Lord's day 
( at leaſt every Ordination Sun- 
day) the Vows and Promiſes 
you made when you were ad- 
miited into Holy. Orders : Which 
are ſo Solemn, that it is im- 
poſſible not to be moved by 
them, if they be not merely 
read, but ſeriouſly weighed and 
conſidered. 


Thele Inſtrutions I have 
Written in the midſt of great 
variety of Bufineſs, and with 
many interruptions ; which may 
make them defeaive in many 
Particulars, and lelſs accurate 
than they mighe otherwiſe have 
been: But what they want in 


that, will be made up, I Eope, 
by the ſincere defire I have} 


to do good, and by the Graze 


of ; 
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of God accompanying all honeſt 
endeavourss Unto which Grace 


I moſt heartily commend you; 
and reſt, 


| Tour 


March 19. 


1699, Afﬀectionate Brother, 


Sy. Elienf. 
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A Brief 'Diſcourſe cottcerning the Lawful- 
nefs of Worſhipping God by the-Com- 
mon-Prayer : in anſwer to a Book, inti- 
tuied, A brief Diſcourſe of the Unlawful- 

neſs of the Common-Prayer-Worſhip.] By 


\ Fobn Williams, D.D. qto. 16594. 

| AtrueRepreſentition of the abſurd and miſ- 
chievous Principles of the Set common- 
ly known by the Name of the Muggleto- 
nlans. 4to. 1694s 

| Memoirs of the moſt Reverend THOMAS 
| CRANMER, Archbiſhop of Canterbury: 
Fy 


| 


Wherein'the Hiſtory of the Church, and 
the 'Reformation of it, during the 'Pri- 
macy of the ſaid Archbiſhop, are greatly 
! UYluſtrated, fand many ſingular Matters 
relating thereunto, now firſt publiſhed. 
| Tn Three Books. Colle&ed chiefly from 
7 Records, Regiſters, Authentick Letters, 
! and other Original Manuſcripts. By John 
Strype, M. A. Fol. T1694. 
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Books Printed for R. Chiſwell. 


The Hiſtory of the Troubles and Trial of 
WILLIAM LAUD L. Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury ; wrote by himſelf during his Im- 
priſonment in the Tower. ' To which is 
prefixed, the Diary of his own Life faith- 
fully and entirely Publiſhed from the 
Original Copy; and ſubjoined a Sup- 
plement to the preceding Hiſtory; The 
Archbiſhop's Laſt Will; His large Anſwer 
to the Lord Say's Speech concerning 
Liturgies; His Annual Accounts of his 
Province delivered to the King, and 
ſome other things relating to the Hiſto- 
ry. Publiſhed by Henry Wharton, Chap- 
lain to Archbiſhop Sancroft, Fol. 

— Biſhop of Sarum's Sermon at the Fune- 
ral of Archbiſhop Tillotſon. 1694. 

Archbiſhop Ti/lot ſon's Sermons of Sincerity 
and Conſtancy in the Faith and Profeſfi- 
on of the True Religion, beings the Firſt 
Volume. Publiſhed from his Originals |? 
by his Chaplain Dr. Barker. q 

———=20, 3d. and 4th.Volumes of Seamons of |! 
the ſaid Archbp. Publiſhed by Dr.Barkey. || 

A Fifth Volume of the ſame, now in | 
the Preſs. | 

Dr. W. Outram's 20 Sermons. the 2d. Edi- 
tion. 1697: 

Dr. Hezib, Burton's Diſcourſes, in Two Vol. | 
10 8v0. Publiſhed by Dr. Tillotſon. 

Mr. Hen. Wharton's Sermons Preached in |* 
Lambeth Chappel. In Two Vol. 80. |; 

With an Accout of his Life. Z 


